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L. Jon. 111:13- Marvel not, Brethren, 


| I. PET> xv: 12, 13. | Behold, think it not 
fiery trial, which zs to try you « as if ſome ſtrange t 
oo: Bat repdice «GE... 5 - et reg Eh 
- IE: Tat5ss. 1: 6, Jeing i is arighteous thing wi 
' tribulation to them that trouble you , and to yous Who are 
led ref with us, (&c. 4 ITS, Oh +522 145 20 
| Lux. xviit. 7. 1 tel you, that he will avens e-them 
 P$at.. 14: 3,4:6: Left wsbreake their | 
| fhat fitteth in Heavens ſhall laugh.” ==» "Tet 
pon my holy hill Z10x.. : BOY Gs, 
Psa L, cxxx11: 18. His Enemies will T elothe with 
upon himfelf ſhall his Crown Jared; 5 47-54 


wb 444 5. 2 
<L4,-$44.2 we? $a%s At. 38; 


* + 


y; IR 


- and lovely Compa Comp anyin in off ot nd Nt - NE 
uf the Word of Gol ; the en "Fol Chriſt ; 
= and more particularly, , for his rect: Ly endeared 
Pk , the Sufferers in the Weft. af B 


K Uch has d, p GRny beloved - longed fm in our Lord Jeſus Chrift , 
$ Grace from the God of all grace, mercy from the Father of mercies, who 
S is'richiin mercy, & peace from the God of peace, whoſe it is to ſpeake thar 
[peaceand to givethat peace, awhich- paſlerh.all underſtanding.» together 
Poa joy inthe Holy Ghoſt , bemultiphed upon you. Though Iam un- 
ay ops do anything for you, or ſay, anythingto you, which can 
tivalcney of areleife, now when'youlare overWhelmed with ſuch 
= Pr inundationand deludge of calamities 3 aSevery one who-lopks.on, yea 
-T NS Authors. and Inftruments of theſe miſeries and miſcheifesmult fay » 1f they ſpeake 
The orſenſe +. youarepreſſedour'of meaſure and beyond ſtrength; yet your ſufferings 
| areſuc} tor kinde and qualitie , ſuch for proc? EC/7">— - ſach gp let gr 
, Mane 3. faight ,* through a-tranſport.of gryetcand.compaſiion,, make the tongue of the 
- mb | ER he PDE _—_ arcs ,.. to bre, ak prifonand Gry Out, behold, © Pad 3 4nd\.cone. 
3 IN ſe things are done ; and yowba, and for whoſe ſake; I dare nor, Alas!. ſay, that 
T fill up the juſt Ding df that ſorrow for you , and that ſympathy with you, which 1s debe_ 
nBpor , and an\indifpenſible duty, {6 this day of: trouble arid of treading down , and of 
rptexity + » bythe Lord. God of h hoſts, inthe valley of viſion; yer I defire to 4 amongſt the 
Favs ny of thoſe”, who do= rior; | who datenot allow rhemſelves , to-carry as inconcerned 
"now + whenthis preciousiinretolts lyeablecding ; hispoor rembant under their preflures' as ' 
| breaching our their laſt, and ſuch who endeavour to retain theiv.integrity ,, and. to:holdifall: 
- whatthey bave that no man take-thetr crown , and todepartfrom that inquity , w hich 15the 
gow ut y of ourtime (a departing from God , and an oppoſition t6 ſeſus Chriſt in & wit; and 
| degree, 1n height and hainouſneſſe, of a tincture and elevations beyondand above what'the” 
- departings from God and oppoſitions to his Son Jeſus Chriſt have been or were capable of in 
former times) make rhemſelvesaprey 3 as is manifeſt in your caſe not to be paralleled , if 
2 reighed-in an even ballance. 
” Jam ſo much firairned ; how to give my ſhallow and confuſed thoughts a vent, while [i 
E eſlhy to contribure my poor mite , "A alleying the bitterneſſe of your cup , and mitigating 
W r nefſe of your griefe- ( knowing welLhow-little proportion what ever I am able to ſay 
20 theanguiſh of your ſoul, becauſe of whar youare put to ſufter ) as the ſtghr of this 
» indigy tion, Wherewith you are filled ,. pats me ro ſtruggle with my inclioation , and ſtag- 
* gers me nein my reſolution ro ſpeake , as ſeeming rather to perſwade me, becauſe of che heavice 
c jp e of his upon you, to fir alone ahd omg ſilence, then to open my mouth , ſince 
e moving of my lips cannor afſwage your griefe ; yet affeQion ( which eaſily procures 2 
"pardon, when it miſſerh the marke itaimed ro hir) hathin the preſent clamanr —_— 
-© bolded me, out of my poyerty and penury , to offer ſach as T bave;and beſides, I ho 
* hin bo th from the — anger duerty and knowled ey how-much the depth of your diftreſle is. 
or hs copy is te titribute for your eaſe , andrhe ſupportings of my feeble 8: forks 
wages ome, while you are in thas Paroxija OY & 890) of pings: ws I 
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ſeale from your own experience the ſweerneſle of ſufteringfor Chriſty 'A 
| know there is:a river that refreſh 


our Miſery no more:: now-we.canaffirme from what we finde ,/'( whereby our ſoulsage f 
fied..), rhat 4s the ſufferingrof Chrift. þ3v6 abounded mn, us ,. ſo onr ciſalation alſo+hath apaunded by 
Chrift.,, for whow we have ſuffered the Joſs.of theſe things3 and inthat loſsare [0,great galt=" 7 
ers , 25 now we;know- what we have loſt-is burdung;- buc wharis lefrus'; orrathet what-we 
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have found in thefe/b-gan frujtions of. Jeſus Chriſt, harh begun our:heaveriamidt all we ſuffer.” 
Yea, I amhopetul, ir ſhallbe with you in your huntings,' haraſſings; and hideings; -a$-4t was. - 
with Moſes in the mount, never ſo tieer God , as when ar the: remoreſt diftancefromall crea«* ? 
ture-converſe and comfort z' And: that even while you lye as among the pots: and-ate black? 
with the ſmoak of thay fiery furnace,heated1{even times beyont:what you or your Farhers have: -. 
found; or-could have feared: ;: if Saran',: whoſe element is fire , had'not ſerthe Joſtiumtnas At” * 
your calamiry.on fire of hell. ,- and;tranſported them fo-far beyand' the-linits: and: Jatizudeot 
altreaſon. Asif the queſtion-were asked » Why doe theſa heathen rage > the anſwer-behovedeo © 
begiven, nay» asketthem nota reaſon , for they are. in rage againft the Lord ,: and againſt. his” 
anointed: I ſay; while you are ſmothered with this ſmoak, & made black, yeryourface ſhallbe = 
made xo.ſhine; and you put incaſe to fay,: though we be black becauſe this ſunwithits ſcorclje 7 
ing heat hath Jooked-upon 1157 yet are we 'conely ;*becuſe the ſup. of righteouſneſle with 2 
| healing under his wings hath ariſen @pon out foul: and under the ſhadow of his wings we 
ſkine,and ſing, and are comforeeds-!: rent rr: q 97" | {$558 "Z 04.564 4 
- Butto come more cloſely to.what I intend in theſe lines. Letme tell you; deare Friends, thas  - 
nothing can be more effetual for working up'the heart t@a right temper ar all-rimes and 7 
more particularly'in your preſent caſe;and for frameing a right the wayes ofa Chriſtian, when 
he muſteither.go with the drove of thoſe, who depart fromtheliving God , orexpoſe hime 
ſelf. for-his adheſion ro him, andrelioguiſhing theſe workers' of iniquity, -yea:oppeling:of- . ? 
their Ghriſt-oppoſing courſes, toall the effettsof theirtury,;thanwell ro know, and-oftento . . 
conſider ,- what isthe aiature, of that State and Condition, 'whereunro he is called. asa Chtiw *; 
ſtian'; 'ro know-what is hisrelation to-Jeſus Chriſt) - who hath choſen-hiny; and-rotheworld 
out of-which heis choſen : this, if ſeriouſly and f utably pondered» would certainly coothus +2 
feveriſh hears ,. and:quench his thirſtings after the world , and would quicken his ſoul, and - ..* 
kindle in his heare muchheat and warmth of love ro: Jeſus:Chriſt; it-would-ſtabliſh his - © 
hearty. ſtr enghten his:hands; fortity againſt feare',, and /fournith thing wich what 1s ſtiff» _ 


Gent.for the patient ſuffering: of the. worlds hatred andi malice! ar him'; - How would's ... 
{olidrefleionof his being choſcnout of the workd;fweeclydiſengage him from che entangle» - 
gnenrs of this world z and as-one made partaker of: che divine nature; ' makehim ſo mind 
nd ſo move, as his: mindings and: movings would make-jr manifeſt whatſoever is: below: 
Godisbelowthe deſignings , the defirings and endeavourings of his ſoul, And 'ithe true: «-- 
p*fa/anwhyithervis {6 licle of real Chriftianity no be found iamongt Chriſtians 5 is; weTotie: -- 2 
| ws Moy ornchy ic ibſoubciViingntdtied pee iſconformi alin > 
" ee 14 Bb | | 2p EE. 
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| mannoeis, think irnor ſtrange concerniig theſe fiery trials, which you meet with' from the | 
-* worlds and muſt go thorow, twll you get thorow the work : he hath nor rightly received 
>. Chriſt Jefus, who looks nor on ſufferingas his daily work: he-who hath cloſed with Chriſt, 
-. _ andisreſolved to keep him company to the end, that he may be with him wirhour end, muſt 
- be ar apointin-this:that be where he: wilt bonds'and. affliitions wilt abide” him}, in every 
phce ,.yeahe muſt reſolve withit,, and be in readineſs fort, not only zo be bend, bur alſo to 
diefor thename of the Lord Jeſws 5 And that not amongſt heathens,” burin Teryſatem, where alfo} 
bis Loxdwas crucified ;- nor only at Rome and amonyſt profeſſed enemis ;* but in Scotland , but 
at Edinburgh , where Chriſt Jeſus our Lord is now crucified again ; 'and put toopen ſhame ?Fl | 
' Not by a forraigne enemiie ,, but by thoſe who are Rulers (if itbe nor abuſe of language I@ 
callrhem ſo, whoſe Government is pure Tyranny): and nor only by: Rulers, but by ſuch Rulersy : 
as have bound their ſouls by che-bond ofa facred and folemne Covenant; 'and ſtand eternally} : 
- - oblized, undtr the'penalty of everlaſting. ſecluſion from rhe preſence #f God and fromthe? 
& -. glory of bis powers to maintain that Reformation; theruine whereof they drivewirh fommuch 
#  rigourand rage; and the razing of the foundations whereofthey endeavour wittythe urmoſt off: 
| - profeſsed enmitie; to preſerve that precious treaſure for;and to propagar Relipion in'its purity 
| to poſterity 3 toprotect theſe yery perſons » whom they perſecute ,- andiperſecute for perhftvy: 
| _ -ingin thoewayes, wacrein they themſelves haveigiveitundertheir hand to-Godchey would 
| walk-Nowweare nass 0thipk range, corcerbing this fiery trial; for whoſoever wouldbetneg | 
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2}  notgoeto Iomab'rgourd,, nor Job*s Friends; we need: goe to Archatiab, flain. berwine the! 
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Ifay, we neednot ſearch to'records of former Generations., (.except- it be to finde ſome. 
of rhe Saints;and ſome of the Churches of Chriſt,cowhom we may turne., 'Tharwe be On 
ClV. 
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eds harred ag inſt God' is porn , as they hatehis-tmage and:;Pitture; . in his 
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- pic " | wing man: neither ſhall T infiſt-upon+this 
= "Eauſe of hatred againſt the Students of holinefle, rharthere'is a lighc in a Chriſtians life , who 
F.walksas a Child of light , which difcovers the {pots of -the protans world abour bim'; and 
' -with at light there 15a heatalſo, whichſcorches and troubles rheir Conſcience ; and there- 
cannot endure them, but 'take all opportunires.- to deale with them as Perſons 
rmentthem before the time , "by their ſhineingand burning.” Beſides theſe general 
- ugd Conſiderations, which ougur to fortify us 1n a reſolution to make ready for the 
worſe the world-can docs there is ſomewhat peculiar in our lot, which ſhould make us reſolve 
- and derermine not onely roſuffer > butro havea mixture of gall and wormewood in our.cup. / 
- Wherewith Saints are bur at ſome ſpecial timesexcrciſed:: There isa muſt be now, for all who 
& will livc Godly in Chriſt Teſi# to ſuffer perſecution, and it were a madnefle to entertain orher | 

* thoughts, ſince our time is a time'of DefeCtion and/ſhameful Apoſtaly, ,which hath ever been Þ *? 
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* Foutd a time ofhot perſecution. This hath beenever obſerved:ro be the prafticeof Apoſtarts, || * 
£ to hate, as hell and ro handle as the worſt of men, ſuch as ſtand faſt fixed in owning that cauſe | « 


© of Gods which they hayerelinquiſked : a'man, who reſolves ro keep a Conſcience void of 
+ offence to wards God, muſt take his life in his hand, and be inreadinefle to part with ir, when M4 
- His lotis to live ina time and place, where thereis powerin their hand;:who have made ſhip- r 
d 
b 


| wrack of Faith and of a good 'Conſcience? iFor as Apoltaſy'is tht ſpecial ſin-of Devils , and 


- AFSarz the great Apoſtar hates all , who ſet'itheir face heavenward ;} andare Servants of that 
| God, and ſeekers of that bleſſednefſe from which he for his apoftaſy iseverlaitingly baniſh» 
ed; fo whomſoever he withdrawes from the wayes of the 'Lora > and drawes with him into |} © 
- thegwltof Apoſtaſy , hedrives them on” alſo'ro the ſame fin of perſecuting thoſe , who 


= hold on their: way , and who adhere' to thoſe precious truths, which they have forſa= | ?* 
| Ken , and are followers. of God as deare Children.: and theſe two have ſo neer. and M 
© native a connexion together, as he doth naE OR drive withour any difficultie thoſe, | ® 
over whom for their Apoſtaſie he hath obrained a fole ſoveraignity- and dominion, | * 


© znco., theſe 'deſperat and damnable courſes' of: perſecuting: the truth:, which they-have 
W& forefaken', and* the Profeſſors there of ,”"who hold fat his -name: But which is more | by 
-{ ngs and fad , and ſhould alarum every man into' a watchfulneſle againſt the very firft | n 
and {malleſt-like degreesofdefeCtion from thegood old wayesof God r Itis obſerved , that »jj © 
294mm, thouph'ſoundinthe main , oy SO one'degree of his zeal ond. integrity-, though } 


zero buxin oniffion to ſtand-up for the defence of the Goſpel , when the allaulringsof Ad= - N © 
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) following thee, and be foreſaken of all. But ſecondly , letus exerciſe ſpiritual reaſon, an&; ® 
$ reckon right, & we will perceive, there is much of preſent 8 real advantage to be found inand* *? 
3 reapedfrom the worlds hatred : and the greateſt heat of perſecution 5 who is he that will harme ? 
| you, if ye be followers of that which is good ? 1s a queſtion that puts it out of queſtion , they cannot; 3 


and forgerto ſay, ariſe let as go hence, for this is not the place of ourreſt : there remainsan unre- 
{ newed part in the ſaints, which would agree too well, and comply with the courſes and. = 


| drunk downand digeſted by faith and patience difſipats and diſcuſſes theſe ll humors 7 
which did weakenthe vitals of Religion . and brought a.conſumption upon the inward man's” -: 
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en » though it ſhould come to a reſiſting,unto blogd, aſter you are robb 
goods 3. Confider that there is nothing, tn all theſe fires and waters, b, 
row 3. in all theſe dangers and deaths , which are before you ; 1nall ele: 
hazasxds, nayin all rheſe hells that are betwixt you and heayen , whchcan preyail with a ſoul} : 
that knowes in whom he hath beleeved ,. or perfivade him to caſt the bleſſed bargan, or*go®: 
back from his Maſter, and walke no more with him. Whither ſhq{l we go from thee, for thou haſt * 
the words of eternal life? was the diſciples deliberat and warme anſwer to thar heart-moving” 
queſtion » will you alſo lexve me ? Leave thee Lord? Leave thee who will, we are forever. 7 
tied toan attendance upon thee, and continuance with thee , both by choice and by the; : 
chaine of our own adyantage ; that eternal Iife , which is in thee, and 1s to be had by abiding” 2 
with thee, arreſts us with a pleaſant violence to wait upon thee , while we muſt foreſake all in © 


be harmed even when hurt, and therefore 1t is iImmediarly added, 1 Per. 3: 14. But andif ys |} 
ſuffer for rigbteouſnefſe ſake, happy are yes. It is true, therearenone ro whom moe injuries are> * 
done, then to the poor perſecuted people of God ; for as men they are not only borne to trou-* 
ble, bur as Chriſtians they are borne againe unto rrouble and appointed thereunto:” Burir is as: 
true , thatthere are none whoare (s 1:ttle intured by injuries for they ger meat out of the ea-" 
ter, alltheſethings work together for their good : For firſt, hereby the Saints are keept* 
ina right temper towards the world and the things thereof; whereas it chey meet with kinde - ; 
uſage in itand from it, they would take too well with it, and fit down ſhorr of heaven ,' 


12 


cultomesof the world z and therefore it is theix ſpeciall adavatage co be drivenoff from it by: - 
bejng difteelſedby.c; this birer poyos - Tiuch.the world proper ee 
Lord, and putsall the gall and worm wood in it they can, to make-irdeadly poiſon,” whetr* © 


and ſo proveg a ſoveraigne antidorto drive out that poiſon , which would have killed the ſoul,”*;” 
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3f not purged outs And as it ſerycsferdilſolving thatunion.berween the Saints ang the ws 
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= Ons, is, thatthey may be hunted by.the worlds hatred and evil handling of them, out of the 
> world; .hometo heaven ; thar fince they (ec whar they have to expett here, they may girdup 
| theJoins of their mind, & ſer their affeftions on things thatare above, where Chrilſt is & here 
alure: & hence it is ſaid, when the ſcourge flaicth ſuddenly, he laugbeth at the trial of the innocent; 
ich is not for want of affeQtion,, being afflitedin all thereaffliiftions ;- bur , if I may ſay fo, 
- beſids that he meens them notto command a calme in the greateſt ſtorme;, & to havea conſort 
of moſt ſweet muſick in their ſoul;amidft all their miſeries, who have an intereſt in him as their 
od; he rejoiceth to think how the happinefle of his people is promoved by their preſſures 
-and perſecutions ; and how much their perſecuters are befooled , who contrare to their 
- purpoſe contribute their ſervice ro the Saints, whom in rheir rage they intend to ruine. All 
- men of reaſon havejudged the muſtering and marching of this hoſt againſt you, ahigh tran 
part of malice and madneſſe; in rhe mean time you mourne , and the enemies laugh amongſt 
- mhemſclves ,. and the Lord , notwithſtanding he takes pleaſure in the, proſperity of his pee= 
ple, he rejoycerh allo : But why is it ſo > Ic 1s ſo norenly in regaird of your Advyerſaries, ac 
whom he laughs , becauſe le ſees their day is coming , but becauſe he hath ſuch a compla- 
- Cency in the ſoul proſperity of his people, that Court and'Councel and all the Nation muſt be 
- ſera workro {coure the Saints , the veſſels of honour , that they may ſhive in the beauty of 
© holinefſe, and fing tn the begun fruitions of God : And thus by rhe effetts of this fury , this 
' malice and madnefſe of perf=cuters, acompany of his poor people, whom they intended to 
>. eatupas bread and todeſtroy, are mademeet tobe partakers of the inheritance of the Saints 
- 40 Egzht ; the place ro which neither they who gave the orders , _nor they who obeyed and put 
: them inexecurion, ſhall ever beadmitred , excepr they mourne and amend their manners 
t00; for heaven is not a place for impure and polluted perſons , there is nothing that de- 
fileth or worketh abominarion that can enter- in intorhat Ciry:, there is neither ſwine nor 
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of ſtrong conſolation you may have, while handled as you are, by rhe perſecuring enemy 3 
| Conſider firft, That it oughtnot onely to remove the ſtrangeneſle, & to alley the bircerneſle of. 
& your preſent fad lot; butalſo comfort you overit, and while under ir, that your fweer Lordand 
4 ' dafler was handled by the world, -as you are > If the world hate you, faith Chriſt, yo, know that 
ft 


hated mebefore it hated you, © And therefore for ſweerening your lot and ſupporting you, Cone 
| ferings did. he undergoe ,- both in his life and at his death ? Whar pinches was he put to ? 


bins le you be wearie and faint in your minds, O'whar weight of ſorrowes and variety of ſuf- 


: | met upon him; to make it appeare, be was a man of ſorreowes : What alley 1s this to your griefe, 
| Ee ond refſures and Perſecutions, that your Lord and Maſter drunk of the ſame cup ? 
he mer. with much worſe bandling : ' Ceaſe t1ento think ſtrange concerning this fiery trial 5 
but racher rejoyce, in as muchas you are partakers of the ſufferings of Chriſt ; this may 
-- comfort you; that herein you are conforme to your Lord and Maſter , If they bave perſecuted 
- faith he, they will perſeeut, you. | | 

ut ſecondly , to make the conſola 
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- -. Butto come more particularly to the purpoſe, 8 to ſhow and ſer before you what grounds . 


What Prefloures were upon him ?- Reproach , Shame, Calumnie, Hatred, Perſecution . 


tion ftrong indeed » Conſider that he got onely was 
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92 Þis enemies in derifion, ftirred up the ſpirir of ſome of his zealous Ambaſſadoursto.goe 
IC h and give 2- Teftimony againſt the hainouſneſfe of this uſurparion of their Ma ers 
FCrown and Sceprer ( which will be their crown, and which ſhould be now our main 
| queſtion upon which we act and ſuffer, aswe expect his preſence and ſnpportings , either 
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With him for ſtate, yea eyenin its prodigic ape and feature , beyond what was arregat 
che Man | ;-Chrif dition, Qur bleſſed Lord Jefi h 
*7 che Man of fin , the Ami-Chriſt , thar Son of Perdition, Qur bleſſed Lord Jefus, who. hath 
0 . L ; 


F in doing or ſuffering ) and in purſuance of that Commiſſion , which they had received from 
t kim, ropreach in &afon and out of ſeaſon , and ro negociat a peace betwixt this great and 
Egiorious King: and poor guilty ſinnzrs: whereupon our blefled Lord Jeſus Chriſt , though | 
Slighted and ſer at nanght by our Rulers, both to fignifie his complacency in the zeal ofhis | 
Faithfullſervants, fired imoan holy fervor for the Prerogative of their exalted Prince, from | * 
theobſeryation of the fury ; whereby they ſaw he was oppoſed ; and to refute till more 
F come, (O! thatis coming , which may and ceriainly would make their ſouls tremble, 
+ 1fchought upon, the apprch=nſions of the righteous revenges he {will rake , for this contempr | ; 
£ Caſt upon him , and when he will returre their reproach upon them , by ſpeaking un- || 7 
-to.themin his wrath , and vexing them in his ſore diſpleaſure ) the folly and infatuation of |} . 
| Wat :new Pretence ro his incommunicable Prerogative . royal , tramed into a Law , and that || , 
= Bxranargument eaſy to be underſtood by the pooreſt Lafle and Lad in the Nation, hegoeth. || þ 
| 2Of CORng and ro conquer , by the Miniſtry of theſe his deſpiſed fervants , and thus he || , 
' Teignsas King in the mjdſt ofhis rageing enemies, and acts wonderouſly, fo that rothecon- | 1 
t Victionof all, he holds the hands of his fervants, upholds them art his work , and doth } x 
{ from that day greater things by them, then ever , inregaird of many circumſtances , were | 
{ doneinthe Nation : bemakes ſuch noble and norable in roadsnpon Satans territories, and. | if 
+ theſe darke places of theland , where the Prince of darkenefſz had an indiſturbed dominion , | e; 
+ aSmultitudesare made, inthis day of his power , to follow after and fall in love with Ordi- | cc 
+ Nances , diſpenſed by his own Officers, and flock unto the ſtandart ofthis exalted Princes # th 
|} aproof asgreat asever wasgiven of his reigneing , and that his people sha!l be willing in the day | its 
'Y of bis power , though all the powers of the earth were on a conſpiracy againſt him, andabuſed | ge 
+ that power tothe fainting of his followers , and the frighting of them into a difloyal relin- Þ| ſa 
S ang of Ieſus Chriſt; which the Adverſary perceiving , and finding that to no purpoſe | je 
F. they had crx- ified Chrift againe, and put him to open chame, by taking his Crown and Sceprer from Þ} m; 
C bim , and burying bis Supremacy in the grave, which they had made for it, uuder the fa- | m; 
| brick of their newly erected one , andrhart in vaine they had ſer a watch to keep thegrave, & | mz 
E fearing withal rhatthis reviving of his work , and reſurre&ion of his cauſe , might prove to: | bay 
5 thema ſecond errour , worſe by. far then the firſt ; Thetefore , that rovers may rot be ruers, | as! 
| and tofortifie themſelves in the pofieflion of what they had raken by their Law from our Lord by 
| TeſusCh.ift, and to' prevent his returning to Eisthrone , and his reafſuming the exerciſe of. [rg 1 
3 mytoyal Government ( olettheir feare com? upon them, who teareleftChrift ſhould reigne!) {| feil 
| -an HoF muſt be gathered, on purpoſe to march into the Weſt, asthar part of the Nation (o happy” [Kir 
{  andhonourable cognizance ! ) where Ieſus Chriſt had mott remarkably rung ,i andjwhich ft1ll | 

| was looked upon bythem . asthe Kings head-quarters; whereupon it is reſolved that that 

| poor Countrey ſhall be invaded, thepeople in the mean time, having behaved themſelves 

| as peacably asany partoftbenariov, being amazed ar the rumour of rhisrage againſt them , 


- and therefolution taken to p2ur- in'upon them fuch a company of Barbar's, astheir carriage and. þ 
EF cruelty is beyond my deſctibings, ſend ſore of rheir number to declare that they were 
” moſtpeacable; but to binde themſelves to ſuch a compliance with the' courſe of thz time ,. 
F (tharis, uponthe matter, tocooperat with the workersof iniquity , and to ſtop Chrifts Am- 
£ © home from delivering their meſſage , andto hinder the: people from meeting rogether ro 
* heare what he would ſay untothem , 

- edroScake in his uame) asathing now no morein their power ( 01ex itneyer bein ag 
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y ſuch as he hath cloathed witha commiſſion, and call- fe a 
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p#wer of theſe abuſers of their power, for hindering the word of the Lord to havea free * 
courſe andto be glorified! ) Buras to the ſecureing © chemſelves againſt all cheſe groundlefle: 
apprehenfions of an inſurreQion , there was no way ſo proper, no way fo poſſible. as. . Ys 
ſuffer the ſent ſeryaints of Ieſus Chriſt tro preach and perſwade the things belonging. tothen 
Kingdome of God. Bur this ſeemed ſo inſuftecable.,, and ſuch a plain and practical contrae-! 
diftionto the Supremacy, in its new (0 Jetitneverwax old; ovrtnrne, o Lord, ogertu"ne, coer- + 
turne , till be come whoſe ripht it is! ) elevation | as the ſame reall and practical re urne was : 

iven tO it, which Pharoah gave to that requeſt Exod 5: 1. Thus ſaith the LordGod of Iſrael * 
| Fs people go that they may hold a feaſt so me m the wilderneſie> And verſe z, Pharaoh ſaid, who 
« the Lord , that 1 should obey bis voice , to let Iſrael go? I know notthe L-rd , neither will T lee Tfrael 

: I fay, the thing ſoughr , on the behalte of that poor people , {:emes to be of a piece with * 
that of Moſes & Aaron ; for ir was thus upon rae martcer, If you have. taken all the houſes of : 
Godin polleſfion, If you have driven Feſus Chriſt our of all the Cities ofthe Nation ; yet will : 
youleave him , will you allow him ſome place 1n rhe open feilis ro mer with his followers? ? 
will you ſuffer him and his to hold -their Afemblies in the wildernefle, in ſome moſſe or... : 
 Mounain? No, that may- not be heard , it hath a hatefuinefle in ici, as implyin2 a proper : 
and peculiar ſoveraignity ftill aſcribed unto Feſus Chriſt as King , inconſiſtent with and ſubs © 
verſive of our new Supremacy. Ard therefore nothing is now heard, bur muſter andmarchz*... 
And thus av hoit israiſed with as great ſolemnity and celerity , with as much porap and parad.- 
of Artillery, £5c. to invade that poor peacable company , as if the land had been invaded by=-: 
* the moſt formidable and furtous torraigne enemy ; and 1mpowered withall ro do and at at- * 
that rate of violence as the actors of allimagivable miſcheifs are ſecured by Law from all feare 
of furure hazard , for what ever violence they commit, or wickedneſle they can perpetrat z. © * 
If they have bur the wit to ſay intheir own defence, it was done to anſwer the end of that 
expedition, and for his Maj. ſervice againft thoſe , who profefle ſubjeion toanother in ſoul- 
concerns. Now as there was never an act of Supremacy ſo explicitly in all points oppofir to 
! thekingly power of our Lord feſ#us Chriſt , as this late one of ours , ( an act onely defineable by .-? 
its own wickednefle, for this is Supremacy ; ) fo beſides the ftupenduous unreaſonable= 2 
neſſe of this conrſe without a parallel , for a Magiftrarro run upon and ruine his own peacable 
ſabjects, without a provocation onchetr part, ortheleaſt ground inlaw to juſtifle the cru el- * 
tie of this procedour on his part; beſides this, I ſay, no man who doth narrowly look inro rhe 
| matter , andconfider the quarrell , bur he muſt ſee it , he muſt (ay ir, that fince God made : 
| Man upon the earth , fince ſouldiers were muſtered and marched under calourg and come. =: 
mand, never was therean army raiſed , or an hoſt put ſoformally to march vp withdiſplaied * 
banner againſt Chriſt as King 3 for this is the ſumme , ſubſtance and ſoul of all that can be ſaid, . 
aSthe genuine import of this expedition ; Chrift Feſus , from whom we have rakenrhe Crown 
by Law, is yet likero keep ſome pofieflions ot the Nation ; come therefore letus march in-. 
ro the fields; And fince hecalls himſelf a King - and will crouble us with Conventicles and. 
feild mecrings, and fince his foilowers and theſe who flock usto him affirme him both to be a 
King and Captain, yea that King againfl whom there is no riſeing up, becauſe he isthe Lord 
of Hofts ; let him meet us inthe feilds, and maintain his Litie, aid yindicathis prerog ati ve; 
for as we have no King but Ceſar, ſo this.is our quarrel: And if he will not draw our. 
and draw-up , if be willnot meaſure ſwords with us, then as we have taken his houſe in 
Poſſeflion , ſo we ſhall fall on , and by the ftrong hand rake the houſes of all into poſ- 
{eflion , who will not renounce their depenJance npon him as Soveraipne and Supreme, 
and ſhut them out, eitber ro die io the fields with him, or itob or ftarve themin their hous= 
's, who will not applaud our having taken his houſein'o poſſeflions My foul rrembles 
0 give the obvious fenſe of thoſe our Kulers proceedings; nor dare l give wy pen it's juſt 
tbertie to unbowel this courſe, and lay open the blaſphemies wherewith it is big even 
| by a burſting : Neither is it neceſire for me » for m_ one , who doth not ſhut hys owe - 
| | 2 : eyes. : 
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© "eyes , muſt ſee, thathatred againft Chriſt , and the'coming of his Kingdome » | expreſſed in 
—thisexpedition , which he cannot , he dare not , without horrour and amazement expreſle : 
= who can ſuffer himſelf to reſolve the praftice of Rulers ( who have bound their ſouls te obe- 
gence , fidelitie , and loyaltie to Chriſt, as King, under the penaliie of the forfeirure of 
"their irmniortal ſouls ) into this, which is it's native and neceffare ſenſe : We are now 
” weaned of the government of J:ius Chriſt * Itisa yoke we cannot beare , we will nor beare , 
'wearereſolved once for all to burſt theſe his bonds, and caſt away theſe his cords from us : 
We are wearied of this his Church Juriſdition ;. Let him be gone therefore out of our bor- 
* gets: Eet his nameas King and Soveraigne be no more in remembrance: We haveſert up 
- another 1n his place; and have ſoudered into a ſameneſfle his Crewn , with the Imperial 
+ Crown of the Nation , and have ſetled that upon the head of our King , and whoſoever ſhall 
- Facceed him; (the moſt dangerons and deadly decree, that ever was made for that ſucceſſion) 
- ſfJothatnow , all his old prerenſes toa Royal prerogatvie amongſt us for the future are cut 
» off; orifhe willclameany intereſt , notwithſtanding of this our Law; let him now appeare 
- *totry thejuſtice of his tittle and precence by the (word : Weare now drawn into the fields , 
| .£o maintain what we have done: Whereis he > If his followers meet together to oppoſe 
22S, we have what we would, forthen we will make a, breakfaſt of them ; And it not , 
=2wc ſhall pur all, who will not bow before the Dagon of our new erected Supremacy, once for 
al ang for ever out of caſe to appeare afterward : For this end have we gathered our hoſt : 
| For this end do we march : Fall on, red ſhankes : Feare not » haye not we bid you: Youare 
pitched upon as the moſt qualified Souldiers for this expedition againſt rhe Mediator z whom 
> wehave denicd tobe a Monarch, and proper inftruments for our purpoſe , for we know you 
: wellcobe ſuchas theſe muſt be > who will do our buſineflz, even men who feare nor God nor 
- Teguard not men; March therefore , right #ruſtic aud well beloved Saravens , ye who call 
*  notuponthe Lord, (and ſo are onely fit ro be at our call and bidding) andeatup his People 
- inthe Weſt, whocallupon him, as bread : Make theſe the Mediators ſubjects ſmart for itz 
'/ andeither bringrhem to bindethemſelves no more to own Him nor his Ambaſſadours 3 . or | 
*  lJeaveſuch monuments of your ſavage crueltic behinde you, as will anſwer the keenneſsagainſt } 
- Chriſt of thoſe who ſend you in this expedicion , we have{gcured you againft all hazard (hell 
© excepted; and we know, you no more feare that , then we doe) of finure danger,or -purſuite, 
for what deſtruction you bringupon theſe againft whom we ſend you ; onely deſtroy ? _ | 
E . Moſtdeare Brethren , what miſcries you have endured by the barbaritie of theſe Monſters , } 
* Jetlooſe upon you, are the matter of amazement, mourning and lamentation to all , who | 
- In every place call upon tbe Name of Jeſus Chriſt ou: Lord , both theirs and yours, to 
- Whoſe eares the report of your ſufferipgs1s come. Buramidft all theſe calamities and cruel» 
ties, you are not without comfort: O what a cordial may rhisbe, to remember and conſider, 
 Þoeth whoſuffers with you, and for whoſe ſake you ſuffer theſe thinzs! You cannot con- | 
-  fAiderthis, but it will comfort you oyer your loſs : when this is laidro heart, yeu!willjnor 
- ſo much be moan the {ofs of what is robbed from you, as you will bleſle that ever you had any 
-- Thing to loſe for his ſake > who ſaved you when ye were loſt: You will then wonder at the 
Honour, and reioice that you are counted worthy to ſuffer theſe things for his ſake , who 
* for your fake ſuffered far other things : You will rake joyfally the ſpoiling of your goods for 
- bim, whofor your ſakes became poor , that;you through jhis jpovertic{might be maderich: 
 Owhatwillnor be cafie and (weer to ſuffer for that ſweer names ſake, which is as an oint- 
-» ment poured forth, by the ſavour vyhereof > your dead ſouls have been quickened, and 
- -Yqur drouping and deſponding ſpirits revived , chezred and comforted! Confider then, 
> fince Chriſt your King >» your Captain, and Saviour , neither did » nor does efcape the 
*  vyorlds malice and periecution; and fince he vvas hated and handled as the vvorſt of men, 8 
#  novy again in the yvorſt of times, is ſo dealt vvith ; if it be nor reaſsnable ,- that vve ſhould 
| provide for the like, and reſqlve co go through the many tribulations, vvhich may be fall us = 
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his com , - and for his {gke:_ 1f-we intend. to follow: him to the place: of Iruirion 


| #hen> Onoble cauſe! O who wou'd not rejoyce to enter the liſts of Contradidtion wi 


| inthe ſoul ofevyery ſaint! what patience in tribulation ſhould this produce ? what holy cous? 
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muſt go that way , whichhe hath paved before us, it cannot be avoided 3 yea » how t Con- 
graous were it; if we could > *How unſuteable were ir Thar the Lord and Maſter ſheuld: 
meet with {O much ſuffering, for the ſervants ſake, and rejoyce amidft it aJl, as knowing 
he ſhould ſee a ſeed , and have this recompence and {atisfaRtion for allrhe travel of his ſe ul's. 
that the ſouls of his ſervants ſhould reap the advantage of what he underwent forthem : Þ > 
he ſhonld be beaten for the ſervants ſake, that through his ſtripes the ſervants might be' heal== 
ed; and the ſervantsto bealwayes favoured , and applauded in that world*, which. had- put * 
the Mafter to ſhame and ſuffering , while he was negociating his ſeryants bulineſle ? Nod . 
as he hid nor his face from ſhame and ſpiring for their lake; ſo he laid down his life upon thetr 
incereſt. | Were it ſeemly , that he who bore their burdens, ſhould wade and \wime thorow , 
ſeas of ſorrows , and they ſail in ſtreames of pleaſure > That he ſhould be crowned. with 
thornes, to purchaſe them an immortal Crown, 8 they crowned with roſes? "Thar he ſhould: :; 
be hunreds and had not whereupon to lay his head, that he might , by being handled ſo »-: 
urchaſe a Kinzdome to his followers : that he ſhould go rhorew death, aud ſuch a death, : 
andbe laid inthe grave , that he mighr have acceſfle to go and prepate ar place for them/, and 
take poſſeſſion of rhe undefiled inheritance, as their common Head , and Truftee, in whom ! 
and with whomrhey now fir in heavenly places ; and they dwell at eaſe in their own houſes > 
Truely, to ſay nothing of the after glory, ( for who can ſay wharir is, fince it 1s above-appre«s ® 
heafions > Onely this is ſure , thatthey who ſuffer with bim , ſhall a!ſo reigne with bim.) -f wo = 
were no more, then the preſent ſharcing and partaking in his fufferings, it were honour 
enongh. O how much above all regal dignite isit! And how in comparably: beyond the '* 
fancied honour ofa diademe., to be crowned with thornes jfor Chriſt's ſake! There 15-an 1n- : 
herentglory for ſuffering in- Chriſt , beyond all the ambition of the world , after thatpain red 
and putrid gliſtering bubble , with the glanceing whereof vain men are ſo much. taken up, 
If this were keept inthe view of the ſoul , what ſtrength wouldit furniſh > 'Whart ſupport 
would it ſupply the ſpirit ofa ſufferer for Chriſt with> bur, deare friends, the word of + 
your Teſtimony and Patience hath ſomewhar of a precious peculiaririe init, not onely in 
reguard that it is the preſently oppoſed Truth, you are perſecuted for, and ſo muſt be\weer. |: 
becauſe ſeafonable 3 but the Word of your Teſtimony, and thar Truth, for owneing;of * 
which, yon are put to ſufſer rhe loſs of all things, is that very Truth; for whichs Chriſt: ? 
himſelf ſuffered as a Martyr : Viz. That H: was a Kingi This Queſtion is/put to» | 

' day unto his followers, with greater contempt than Pilat putit , What , and is Feſus a King J 


- 


theſe his enemies, & have once an opportunity , to ſay Yea, heis a King , and will bea Kyng, 
wh:n you are gone, andwill prove himſelj higher then the Kings of the earth, by reſcinding your Supre- © 
macy , that Idol of his indignation , and obje& of his revenge! O whatambition ſhould rhis raiſes. 


rage ? what humble boaſting 2 what triumphing and rejoyceing ro be offerred up a-ſacrifice- 
upon the Intereſt of this Kings Crown? Can you conſider, that your preſent ſufferings 8& * 
loſſes area ſeal ro that great Truth , which Chriſt ſealed with his blood , and not bluſh ar the: 7 
honour , and bleffe him for ever , that now the ſource , riſe and condu@ ofthe Rulers pros 


| youcan ſiſt your ſelves b:fore him , and ſob out your ſorrowes, in theſe words 3 


cedour againſt you , and their barbarous cruelty, give you nor onely confidence, r1o'pour + 
our your heart before him , and preſent your cafs and cauſe , inthis General, for thy ſake” * 
we are killed all the day long, we arecounted as ſheep for the ſlaughter: But more particularly, when - 

| of a truth * 
Lord , againſt thy Holy Ch'I1 Feſus , whom thou hift anointed, are all theſe gathered iba , and |} 
# is for our owning of him; as thy anointed, and ri fuſeing tobe on that conſpiracy, that we ore thus uſed: _| 


I know not vyhat can give ground of gladeneſle ina mans life, or vyhat can bz cauſe of gloria. 7? 
| A - = - tion 
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Beloved Friends , and much honourcd. ſufferers for Chriſt, you know , fince you are taughr of 
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god thatrhe way to overcome all trouble bere , and to carry as becometh Saints under ir, is, 
0 lookaboveir, and b:yondirt z aboveit, rothe high and ſupreme hand thar ſendsit ; and 
-O1 poſeth of ir, ſo as it may ſubſerve your great Intereſt (for in deſpizht of the malice and 
-madnefſe of all inferior azents , all theſe dire and dreadful things ſhall rogerher with him, 
who worketh mightily in his people and for them , work together for your good; } and be 
| We and aboye ir, tothe: end of it, and rhe recompence of reward following after it s 
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$ isthe way to profice by preſſures, to be gainersin alllofles; Thisis the ground of 
| Fweerpeace , and ſerenitie of mind, amidft all crouble ; and the ſolid foundation for patience 
; of Spirit: For, he isonly in acapacitie to poſſeſſe his ſpirit in patience , whoſe ſpirit hath 
| received theſe impreflions, withour which , the ſoul will be fey diſquiered 2: -Trouble witl 
+ Rill tofle it , as a ball inalarge place, andit will prove unſtable as water. I ſuppoſe , fince 
3 8 are Saints, and fo: muft have ſome imprefiions of the abſolute Soveraigmine. of God, 


\ tending with you thus; yet you would either be Glent, or ſay, it is the Lord , let him doe unto 
* afwhat ſe emetb him good: And ifhe bave no pleaſure in our kveiug , and dwelling in ourlittle 
Zhuts, and houſes; Bnr'will drive usthence , the willof the Lordbe done, But not to infift on 
- this , Which yetyou will grantto be infinitly rational , (for who hath enjoyned bins his way » 
* orwho may ſayuncohim, 'whar doeit thou? ) there is ſufficient tokeep you and me, andthe 
- Chriſtians of c6ts generation from freting , and ſaying (while in the fire, and while the rod of 
- the wicked reſt upon your lot, and theſe plowers plow upon your back, and make their 
_ furrowes longer and r,, thanall theſe plowers, which went before chem did : O when 
' - williGod Looſe the plough , by cutting aſunder rhe cords of the wicked , and confounding & 
” evening them all back thar hare you? He 3s the Lord , who will haſten it in his time, to ſhew that he 
- 18righreous: Let us weep for what we have dove; And wait in hopefor what he willdo) 
| why are we thus , Surely a fight of our fin would make us wonder that we are not worſe: yea 
| admire hisgoodnefle, who will be ar all thispains about us, ro heal us of theſe mortal diſ- 
Þ eaſes, wewhereof our immortal ſouls arefick evenunto death 3 Iam ſure, that thecrimſon 
dye of our crying iniquitics would curb our.imparience , and cure us of that eyil of quar- 
- relling with him, becauſe of our ſuff:zrings. Conſider therefore , however you ſuffer yee 
; Ty un ſly from men , againſt whom you bave done nothing juſtly co procure rheir indigna= 
EF won; yet, if you look within you , and lifr up your eyes above you, and conſiter, how the 
- cry of your tranſpgteffions iscome up into hiseare, you will be conftrained , not onely 10 juſti. 
* fie him > in rhis ſeeming ſeveritie; bur ro confeſle , from clearnefle and conviction, you 
are punched leſſe then your iniquities deſerve : Andthar it is of the Lords mercy you are not cog- 
umed , b<cauſe his compatlions fail nor. Hence 1s 1t, that when the Apgitie Peter hath been 
| ſpeaking of the fiery trial 1 Per, 4: 12,13, 14, 15, 16. ( which this dagiirour caſe) and hath 
© beenencoutaging and comforting them, to a patient endmein;, while ſchorched with theſe 


© flames, by many noble arguments ; yet when he looks upcn thef- heavie afflictions as come 
"pg from God, he calls them wer, 17- judgements, intimaring thereby , that his precious 
| and- peculiar people , how upright and innocent ſoever, as tomen; yet, they are guiltie 
before God the righteous judge; and rhat they muft acknowledge , when they fiſt themſel- 
= ves in his fight ,- that what ever they ſuffer is the fruit of their own doings, and that by 
"their provocations they have procured theſe things, and rewarded alltheſe evils unto their 
own ſoul, by nor walking worthy of him, nor before him to all pleaſing. If his people , by 
= their multiplied and manifold ſins , did uot extorr ( if F may ſayſo ) ſtrokes our of his hand , 
he, whe doth not afllict willingly , nor grieve the Children of mca, bur hath pleaſure 


| that though ,” inyour ſearchings, you could not finde our or fixe upon the cauſe of his con- | 
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in the proſperitie of this people , would not ſo oftentake the rod in his hand;,/ or would ſoog” 
caſt itinto.the fire; for he doth nor love to lalk beyond necefiitie ; and-therefore., whel 


| he hath performed his whole work upon mount zion, he caſts the rod into the'fire , and pw 
niſheth rhe fruit ofthe ſtour hearc of his and his peoples enenvies, and the glory Of their high 
looks. The ſaints you know, Brethren, - how graciowsand grown ſo ever, they are but Chiles 
dren, and therefore muſt be under Chaſtiſment: The beſt ofthem are given to jmany Chuldulh®? 
royes, and not a few of them , in whem the root of the marter. may. be , yea will be found, © 
are ſo far from abideing with God in their callings, and from adorning the Doctrine of Go 659 
the Saviour, thatſo men , by ſeipg their good works , may glorifie their Father: » which 1s in * 
heaven, that there is a groffneſle in their way, their iniquicie is often found upon. the | 
$kirts of their garmen:s» and their ſpots are ſo unlike the ſpors of the people. of God ,, and: 
Perſons made partakers of the divine nature , that becauſe of theſe rhe mouths of enenues are... 
opened to .blaſpheme the name of God , and reproach the. blefled Profefſiov : But ſeting® 
| thſce aſide, Alas! how doe they, who eſcape ſuch groſle pollurions, yer often trifle in the matu®? 
| rerot communion with God > How formal and Inke-warme in their addrefles 3; So that, han 
{| who ſecks the heart, and will be worſhiped in Spirirand Truth , miſleth rheir foul, in err © 

fervice? How ſeldome are they in Heaven © How little dwelling upon the thoughts of Jelus- 
Chriſt, and the great ſolvation purchaſed by hin , on purpoſe to bave him precious inthe ſouBs: - 
eſteme , and endeared according to his infinit preferablenefſe tofall other things» unto the- * 
heart ? How few ſerious defignes > And how little ſolide endeavour to be like him , and te- 
have every thought of the heart 9 in captivitie to his obedience > How little meditatie: * 
on upon'the, Glory to be revealed , till the heart be raviſhed , and tranſporred into admiration-- : 
at it'sinconceiveable greatneſle and infinir goodneſſe? How ſeldome in ſoliloquies with him# -: 
whence Alas! it comes to pafle, that men, having , through carnalitie of Converſe with: 2 
other things , disframed their heart for dueries do not pray and jeſt with the ſame ſerioul+ : 
nefle, but there is more of their ſoul ina vgine ſport, then-in prayer, which when rightly 
performed, is the pouring out of the h-artto God, and the wringing of the-mans futzss... ! 
thorow his ſoul , carrying the aflections thereof with ir. Nay , what o fdefire-. and love toy. : 
the world, and thethings thereof > What luſting and longing 2fter the things of this life?” 4 
what ſtretching ( evento the diſlocation of the ſoul, and pujting it out of caſe, for a cons." 
verſe with God , whereinthe ſoul of Religion lieth ) what Graſping to get a'grip of theſe: 
things , which when got hold of, can neither be held, jnor make happie 3. What wreſt- 
{ ing? what ſtrugling 2} What ſtriveing, to get on aload of thick Clay? whereby the ſouE 

ofhim, who is thus loaded, is put out of caſe often for following hard after God , and-* 
foruning ashe may obtain? How are they often ſwallowed up in the caresof rhislife ?- With- -; 
what complacency do they frequently finck themſelves, in the dunghil of this world, inte: 2 
the inconfideration and oblivion of the other world, and their eternal Intereſt ? How are they - 
hurried withtheir paſſions > How puffed up with pride > How unmortifiedto the delights. of: 2 
theſonsof men > How irregularin their motions , which ſhewes the itreligiouſneſle of their © 
mindings> Alas! their Love and hatred ( which gives the beſt account cf a Chriftian ) do» -: 
ſeldome runit) the right channel, or are rarely tetminat upon the proper objects ; or whenit.. 
falls ſo out, that their face is in the right airth ; yet, how ſlow is their motion, n fol- 2. 
lowingtheir look > How languid are their pantings ? What Liteleſnefſe > What Liftle ſnefle*_ 7 
appeares in their purſuings ? Yea , how quickly do they fir up , or turne afide out of 
the way of following the Lord fully > Bur who can reckon theſe things up in order 2- 2 
Alas! that which is wanting , to fill up the juſt import of exercifing our ſelves 10 Godli-  : 
| nefle , cannot benumbered! And therefore , .ſcing theſe things are to be found with his peo> 
ple, muſt he not viſite their tranſgreſſions with the rod, and their iniquities wi h ftripes > and 2 
that becauſe he:will not take his Ioveing kindenefle from rhem , nor ſuffer his ſaithfulneſſe tos. 
fail: iris needful , that they be often in thefire,. for burning - away: their drofſe, andin _ 4 
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er or wiſhing off their defilem 

emſclyes inthe pudle, preacheth, in order to the-prevention of this, the neceſlitic of keeping 
$ people all wayes under 10d , though noralwayesunder the'ſtroke of ir: -for then the ſpi- 
its Mould farl beforc him, and the ſouls that he had made. Confider therefore, deare f irnds, Þ 
the procureing cauſe of this deepdiſtrefſe, and if we be impartial in the ſearch, we will figde F| 
Zan accurſed thing with us, and this will provoke us to do the greateſt haſte firſt, which is, the | 
eg uibanance on our own inventions againſt him; & impoſe the neceffitie upon us to turne $ - 
- away from theevil of our wayes,that he may turne from rhe fiercneſle of his anger: Letus,even 
- inthemidit of ourtrouble, riſe up above the thoughts, and conſideration of lower agents, and 
| inftruments of our ſuffering, which are the Devil and the world, whoare his Truffees, & ated Þ 
| by him,inthe work of Perſecution Rev.2. 10.(For it is not ſuteable for Sainrs nor ſafe for them | 
ro dwell long there) and take a view of our own guilt, that our being punished as our Congre- 
garions have heard, may preach unto us the Doctrine of the evil of fin, and make us in ſtead of 
our wor's me's for other things, Cry out, moe unto us that we have ſnine{? Our not walking as be- 
=eame the Goſpel, if choughrupon , will put us in the pznitents poſture, (and ſurely he is out 
= Ofhis poſture this day, whois not in that poſture , and till we be init; in vain do we exſped, 
> to heare him ſay tharword, as yewere ) which 1s a looking unco him whom we have pierced, 
* anda weeping: Anditisin order to the produceing of theſe noble, and neceſlare effects, thirt 
- there is amuft be for judgement it's beginning at the houſe of God. TI cannor ir: theſe few 
” Pages, follow this marcer at any length; bur,ler this abrupt hint put you ro the work of ſearch- 
- ing, andexetciſe of Godly ſorrow: And to make this work borh profirable to you, and plca- 
 fantto him,be not jealous ofhis love,becauſe of whathe hath laid uponyour loins; for in allthis 
- - rough-like dealing&ſeemingſeveritic, >owells ofrender merciesearne overyou, intheſeagonies: 
” Love,though thenoiſeand ſound ofit's feet benot heard, becauſe of the noiſe ofthe enemy ,doth 
| -both walk and work, in theſe your ſufferings: As many as I love I rebuke and ehaften, is the word 
* ofhim, whois love itſelf, rothem, whom he moR deatly loveth: the principle and the period 
| of all his procedour is love,even when he laſheth;Forthis is written dn every laſh,I love ſo well 
 'asI willnotloſe, Lloveſo well as I muſt embrace; & therefore,by purgeing I muſt put the be- 
© Joved partie in caſe roembraceand be embraced: I purpoſe to dwell :n them, and'to let them 
 >know by my familiaritie, how much Idelight in them;and therefore I muſt cleanſe themsfrom 
-.alltheſe Idols, and all the filthineffes, which ſeperat berwixt me and them: Ina word , as in 
| the Jewelzr's ſhope and work houſe:there lies, beſides the rough diamonds,the choiceſt jewels, 
and richeſt rings, bis cutting irors, files, and other ſharpe pointed Inſtrumeurs, under which 
- they muſtall paſſe, & whereby they muſt be poliſhed; ſo, inthis life, where he 1s melting his 
= gold, rocleanſe it, from its droſſe, and making up his jewels, to rhe end their beautle 
- may bepertet;yea,thar they may ſhine in the beanties of holinefle,they muſt be under his cut- 
- tings, his carvings and the point of his ſharpeſt inſtruments: whoſoever ſhall bea crown of 
| glory in the hand ofthe Lord and a royal diadem in the hand of their God,muſt paſſe under the 
© Purgingsand poliſhings. of his hand : There are none whom he minds ro makepillars in his 
> templeto go no more forth, but he works for the ſelf ſame thing, by making them paſſe 
under his poliſhing inſtrumenrs, that ſo they may be made to ſhine as the ſun in the firmaments 
* andpur incaſe to lee God, when made like him : Bur beſides thar his purpoſe of having them 
- 1inhis company forever, puts him to be art the pains of making them meet , even by the ih ngs. 
 thatthey ſuffer, (as the mean which he graciouſly & wiſely uſeth and ordererh for that end) to 
E be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints inlight : as1s cleare, comparing Cobofſ. 1: 11. vvith 12. 
| he mindsto be familiar vvith them herealio, and admit them ſomerime, vyhile in the vvay, & 
in thevvildernefſe, to eat Manna , and to feaſt thei: ſouls in the bzgun fuitions of God ; and 
= therefore to commend & engeare this life unto them, he makes the vuorld nuoglea cup of gall 
 & vvorm vvood, & pur it in their band > & hold it rotheir head, he beats them off from the 
-yvorld, that yyould vvrong them, in into his ovvn bojome; O bleſſed repoſe! the place indeed, 
here che yyeatie finde both reſt and refreſhing. On OO AE..... 
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Nay therefore you cannot 
ſhall be ſo. 


gat ſome high 
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refuſing to ſearch, & then ſweep them away, asa generation of his wrath, & ſe er chow 5 
evil, asthoſe in whom his ſoul hath no pleaſure: :Nay, that which will cex of Ay v.95 Cn 
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are ſo unfaithful » as either to be filent, when they (ce ity or are ſoorachlons , in' their hint- 
ingat the guilt (inſtead of acquiting themlelves fo faithfully ro God, 8 ſo affe&tiona hyrothed 
ſouls of the unconcerned, as to point it forth, Sr be ſo plain, asthey maythereby cauſe theme * 
know their abominations) as if they deſigned not tobe underſtood, I rant, men may inakes 
in aſſigning cauſes;- and happy istbac land, which hachtheſeamongſt them, in ſuch a day, tv 
whom the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken, that they may declareir, for what the land perithe © 
eth: And yet, if we willſearch the Scriptures, and copſult the records of the Churchinher ſes. 
veralperiods, we will inde, tharÞublick Church-delolatingjudgements, had ever the que 
of thar people ſo evidently engraven on them, as he who did run*might have. rags 
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ſo that the diſpenſation ſeemed rocry every, one.into the conſideration of the clearly pro» > 
curing provocation , and ſay,, O Generation , ſeethe Word. of the Lord! When heexecurs the 
judgement writen , then he clorbs his word-with Cucha viſhlc Garment » as themanof wif 4 
dom muſt read his name of righrcouſneſſe upon his rad, andthe guilc of thax people, whom he”: 
ſo puniſheth. AV of us therefore are called to a ſerious conſideration of the cauſesof Godsdiis® 

pteaſure,-drawne oyttoſuchalengib.., and ariſen'to ſucha hgight againſt as What then Jon > 
- -{ucha Rtroke> What doch fucha Church - ruipe> after duch ableffed rot PETE We" - 
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© moreproper and plaintermes, than in the Prophet Jeremiab his words , Chap. 22.. where 
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'4 Ee Lord, who rejoyced over iy to dots good and to multiply us,” 1 not» turned againſt us, as it he 
EF were rejoyceing over us todefiroy us, and to bring us tonought > Oh? This his anger with {ucha 
E witneſſe doth givea diſtin& found !Ir palpably declires , and plainly proclaimes our !Defe- 
ion fromGod, and Apoſtaſie from him , after we had bound obr ſouls with an oath ro the 
© eontrgre: It is not onely becauſe we were not anſwerable to our Covenant-engagements, to 
” ſtudic holineſſe inthe feare of God, and walk like'a people dedicat and devoted to him, 
(though ſuch a breachgoesalwayes before,and rhe other followes af:er)'Buc becauſe we deale 
un Sithfully iothar Covenant made for Reformation in his honſe; we became lukewarme in 
> the cauſe, & ſothe curſe of dereftable nextrality hath over taken us: our folemne acknowledgement 
- of ſm,and pot to lueties,were forgotten: Yeawe proceeded from one degree of unfaith- 
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E- of Gods contending this day with poor Scetland, I may obtain mercy to go mourning tro my | m 
F-prave! This may be'cried out upon as Treaſon: «well ; if the mentioning of the{Land's | ca 
treacherous dealing with God be called Treaſon, allmy Apologie is , that that makes the | to 
| necefitice of doing it double, and inidiſpenfible dutie : Jet me be a Trairor , if that be | w 
Treaſon: Bur I know this may be particularly bogled at, and abominar, as if it were the 
F reviving and raking againe out of the aſhes , wherein they were burnt > and by the bnrners | ey 
+ defigried for ever to _lye buried , of the cauſes of wrath: T' need fay little as to this; Bur 
E that the 'Cawſes of wrath need neither ny patrociny , "nor Apologic 3: they, carry alongft J to 

” their own fidaud certain evidence” with them :- and Ijudge” many ,'who did notthenſee ſs | th 


Q. 
-_ 


© fary as theſe Seejs did ; who drew them up, arid tnourned before the Lord, under the | G, 
 eonvictionofche guilt therein held forth; haye fince been convinced rotheir coſt , that the | te 
x of the Lord was with -rheſe his Servants , and tharthey Roodin:his Counſel: andif f t} 
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England and-the Cauſes of wrath. in- Scotland , ſhall, rtainly be followed,” with a fire-; d: 
fierceneſle of indignation » as ſhall make Authors', AQors, Abettors , arld Rejoycers, 
- thereat, know what it is, togive ſuch an open defiance ro the Almighty: A Covenans burnty- 
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and burnt by Authority, in thefſight of heaven ,. with ſuch hell-black ſolemnities', where: 
the great God is cAltera pars Contrahens, for Reformation of Religion according to his word , and-- 
righteouneſſe in walking before hm ,' is ſuchafin, as may make every ſoul to tremble; -ar the 7 
fore-thoughts of what God will do, for vindicating hisglory from that contempt thereby*? 
caſt upon him. My preſent bufineſſe is not. toaddrefſe my ſelf by way of Teſtimony , or-? 
repreſentation to them, who have done ſuch horrid things : Onely I wiſh » that the burning. ? 
of that City ints aſhes , where that Covenant was burnt , together with that non-ſuch plagues, 
and war , may makethem take warning , ereit betoo late], who did this wickedneſſe: : for: 
Alas! all that is come, will be forgatten, when the wrath and vengeatice that is yet com=+ 
ing ſhall be execute and mentioned, O England, England, = feare, I feare thy wo haſteneth! «7 
_ thewrath of God is upon the wing againſt thee. both for breach of Covenant , and" wipeing 
thy mouth, as it thou hadft done nothing amifle! Thou haſt: tood and fſeen thy brothers day :- 
Alas for thy day , when others ſhall ſtand aloof from thee , for feare of ſharing inthy judge= : 
ments ! O how unexamplified muſt the plagues be; wherewith they ſhall be purſued > whoſe+: 
wickedneſſe hath ſuch a fingularitie of hainouſneſſe init, on the ground of ſthe Righteouſneſs»! 
and Veracity of God ! "ike. burning of a Covenant made with God +». is a fin, which Þ:* 
believe neyer had precedent or parallel; and Ialfobelieve, that the rerribletempeR ofthe -- 
wrath of God , falling from Heaven , and following this guilt, ſhall for ever fright men ,-- 
from following their ſteps, who for this ſhall be made ſpeCtacles of his diſpleaſure: and ** 
documents to the coming of Chriſt , what a dreadful and fearful-rhing it is , for men , taken 7 
red-hand in this wickedneſſe, to fall into the hands of the living Gol ! Andas for burning + 
the Cauſes]of wrath, I grant that wickedneſſe hatha perfe& parallel bur ofa tremenduous con- +: 
| ſequence, in Jehojakim'spraftice, recorded Fer. 36.23. where that ungodly King(ofunhappy*.! 
memory ) upon his avprehended' reſtitution to: freedom,, and deliverie om the judgendMi 
of God , purſuing him for his wickednefle , is ſo grated with the prophets faithfulneſſe, +: 


as he burnt the cauſes of wrath : Now let it be taken notice of, kow the anger of the Lord...” 
butnr againſt this bold burner: ſee his burialand Epitaph Fer. 22. 18, 19. but more particu-® 
larly, ſee how for this very conſumating wickednefe, he,: and his'poſteritiefor ever ,-are-.: 
deprived from Crown and Scepter ler. 36. 30. 2.Chro 36. His brothet Zedekiah,it is true, was 
made King fora time 3 but healſo continued: ro do evilin the fight of the Eord, and-broke +: 
the Cotenant of God (though he burntit not) and then, the Lord ſweeped that race, for theſe... 
rebellions againſt him » together with the throne , off the face of thecarth : thus the burn= 7 
ing of the Cauſes of wrath , and the breach of God's Covenant.y brought down the-fireof the 7} 
wrath of God frem heaven , which conſumed with its fame theſe, who had daredthe Ale -* 
mighty after ſuch a manner. As the Kingdome of 1/rael was put. to aperiod and perithed,be-. 7 
cauſe of Hoſheah his breach of Covenant 3 lo tlie Throne of Indah was riding poſt the laft age.» 
to Tyine'» when ir came to the breaking of Covenant , and burning of thecauſes of wrath : God. © 
would: beare with themm'no longer 3 Bur for adding rhis-evilto/all the other evils they-had 
done in his fight, he overturned that throne of iniquity , and caſt them. out of his ſight for » 
ever ? SP | Ws Ie SIM be ag Be "oY 
Bur, my Friends, that which we are called to mind, in this day of our viſitation, is, ſeriouſly.» 
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oflec often ſevenvyayes, beforetheflameing zeal, and heh fervour of theſe yyorthies, vyho. | thr 
mad wreſtled that poor Church intoaſtate of freedom , from an Exotick hardſhip., and the... | tio; 
baſe bondage of Prelacy ;*and* hoyv'it had come. to that amonpſt us , thac Jeſus Chriſt yvas.. 
gvvyned by allthe Authoritic in the Nation » as ſole and abfojute Soveraigne in hisown houſe, & 1 
and hovylns Throne , Crovyn and Sceprer had been ſecured unto him, and that Prerogative, + | gid 
onely competent to the Son of God, ſeried upon himby Layy; vyhich vyas a National Decla-- . Þ eye 
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zation, emitteJin the ſight of the vvor[d,'of this imotr;, let him who buile the boufe beare the gle-.. . | eve 
wy: Ler bim fiend rue ipon bit Throue * Sacari ,Ifay, envying that bleſſed ſettlement, vvhich.. Þ anc 
he had Found: ſo hurtful to'higKingdom of darkneffe , and vvhich: yyas tht Crovvnof thar.... 
poor Cu ch, vylioſe Reformation in this vyas beyondallthe -hurches of Chriſt I knovy | 
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low., When this iniquitie reached ynro heaven Sf ogieron bo the-Cauls of onry - 18 
hearts heard -alſo in. heaven ,. becauſe of the hainouſneſle of rhis high_ wickednefſe > did} - ur 


K 


we tremble at the thoughts of what the: zeal of the. Lord » for the eſtabliſhment of the - re 
© Mcdiators throne, would doe, againſt the Nation and Church , where this wickedneſſe J . 1 
had. been done, and Chrilt ſo dealt with? What ftiring up of one another to mourne tos | ' <E 
= gether andapart, was there, when now thegloxy was departed? Were we aſhamed to be | of 
en withour the teare in oureye?*yea or vvirh our heads upon us, vvhen the crovyn vyas | W 
= taken from our Maſter's head? or had vve no uſe for them but , hae they might keeps ry# | 10 
- eyesin them, to mourne ? or did our carriage witneſle we were willing to lay them down, | $4 


= and loſe them , as a Teſtimony againſt the wrong done to our Maſter > Alas had we neither ]- 9! 
= ,teares,nor blood to beſtow upon ſuch an honourable cauſe and quarrel ? - Þ- as 


= Lee me tell you , »y Deare Friends, -that as I ſee cauſe of wondering avd weeping | m 
over my own ſtupiditie:, who was ſo little affected with ſuch a heart - melcing fight, and | { 
> can attribut it-'ro nothing , bur want of a proportioned zeal, thatT did nor either die | la 
of griefe , or onely lived by choice, tolamient the departing of the gloryz ſo, I cannot | ni: 
*forebeareto tell you {and now 1s the proper time for you ro think -on it, and be touched Z 
> withit) that | beheld the ſtrange unconcernedneſle of many amongſt you, in that day, 

with amazement: will you not. bluſh ro remember that the Parliament of England, though Þ- it 
-for the moſt part highly Eraftias , were yer ſo ſurpriſed at the fight 6f our Supremncy , 
+ being thep apprehenſive ofa deſigne ro introduce popery amongſt them, @Þ they no ſooner 
aw it, bur they perceived. that Scotland, by their newly moulded Supremacy , {o prodi- 
Pgcous for fize and ſhape » had not onely impowered his- Majeftie for doing that » but 
= more alſo ; [it ſo be, he in his royal wiſdom ſaw it fit> This I fay , gogether with that 
—A., for having ſo many thouſand men ready to march at his Majeſties call , into any 
=partof his Dominions, did much ſtartle that Parliament. But what did you in the mean- 
me? Alas !. it was obſerved, particularly of not a few amongſt you {I do not charge 
= all, nay nor any perſon 1n particular, Jetevery onfrefleQion himelt ) thatnever was there s 


£ 


_ 


" 


Wi 

£ 
Ae A 
ne Pf 


= more. graſpeing after the World,. never more eagernefle ro build your own houſes, than 
Fxnthatday , when before youreyes, the houſc of your God was taken in poſſeſſion , toge- 
=ther with-an unbrotherly unconcernednefle, in the ſufferings of ſuch, who were moſt 
_athveintcſtificing againſt this wickedneſſe, and counteracting its defigne : And, my Friends, 
#1 muſt be this far plain withyou, that as with much greife of ſoul, I rhen beheld rhis 
Eamongt you ; ſo, Ithen ſaidit,, and often, have ſaidit and rhought it ſince , that , for that 
your Carriage., inſuchadiſmal day, when we ſhould all have been crying, and what wil: 
-#bos doe fer thy great name? and ſuch a manifeſt leaving of your firſt love , if God ſhould' 
bringan enemy fromthe riſeing of che Sun , ro puniſh the Feſt of Scotland with a witneſſe , 
they hould ſmart, for what had been obſerved a—_ them, 1n that hour : he ſhould fo 
-orderthe matter , a8». eſcape who would, they ſhould not:. But the Judgement of God , 
Ewigeh begins-at his ownſhouſe,, ſhould either land and light there» or lye and reſt there : 
My. Dearz Brethren , "miſtake not the deſigne of this plain dealing , I dar not daub with 
Euntempered mortar, becauſe T would not have you dally in the mitter of Repentance : I 
> may {ay ,: my record is in heaven , thatThave not allowed my ſelf, tobearcaſe; ſince you 
Ewerein trouble: Let me ſpeake therefore.to you, inthe words of the Holy Ghoſt ; Heare 
96 the rod ;. and who hath appointed it : Learnto underſtand the Language of this Diſpenſation, 
-whichit you doe.,.. your finger will certainly be upon this ſore; and your eye toward the 
lope remedy; ſo ſhall you comply with his noble Deligne » and bleſſe himeternally. for what 
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” Bur Thirdly , beloved ſufferers for Chriſt , as a further proof, T have not mentioned theſe 

Zhings j on purpoſe you ſhould begrieved, and have ſorrow pew ſorrow, ſuffer rhe to adde. -. 

Pha > axThed d often been made fad » by that nnconcernednefle ia the Matters of God, and |! 
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in the Sufferings of your Brethren, obſeryed with much forrow. and regret amongſt:you'? 
- unanſwerable to the Kindeneſſe of your youth , and the love of your eſpeuſals; ſo, I'\was 
- refreſhed, upon your behalfe , and comforted ro heate ,* that there was a begun” revives 
. Ing, forſormeyme , obſerved amongſt you.» and that now at the laft , your care of ,. ane 
.concernednefle in the precious Intereſts of Chriſt, began ro flourihh againe ; and ſomething 
of old life and luſtre began to appeare, before this enemy broke-in-upon you , and "that IE | 


- 


who had been rideing Proſperouſly , in many places of the Land, going forth conqueribg 
ſouls, troa compliance with the bleſſed beſigne of the Goſpel ( which is'to cxown the cons 
quered) was returning , to give youa new vilite , and to make you ſayourie, as inthedayes 
- of old : Butmore parricularly , what eyer be the wickedneſſe of men, and your innocency; 
- a5 tothem » that our blefled Lord Jeſus hath graciouſly condeſcended 'to take a great Teſti=: 
mony at once, from his old friends and followers in the Weſt of Scotland : he would nor put” 
{ ſucha Diſcredir and Diſcountenance upon you , as to haveyou behinde other.parts of the 
land, in filling up that, which is behinde of the afflictions of Chriſt, in your ſufferings for his 
names ſake, & the noble Intereft ofbiscrown.. Onow happie and honourable favourits of fo 
loriousa King ! would you have wiſhed , that the delivery of Scotland ſhould have gone be- 7 
ore this your diſtreſſe ? And that it ſhould have been your reproach , that you had been laſt; 
in bringing home the King , and hadſuffered leaſt forhis ſake ? But now he hath rolled away. 
your reproach , and enrolled you amongſt the honourable company of his witneſſes: O! what" 
- would yourhink to heare the Mediator make ſucha report of you in Heaven. ( for his come: 
mendation makes beleevers and ſufferers famous there) asthis? Now , what was lackingof” 
a fulland faithful Teſtimony , what was wanting 1r witnefling a good Confeſſion » amongſt: 
my Diſciples and Friends in the Weſt of Scotland , is ſupplied, with full meaſure , heaped” 
up ſhaken together , and runing over w They have not onely given, and given cheerfully ,* 
but the very poor amongſt them have given as Kings unto God , becauſe. they have given # 
him themſelves , and their little A. O my Friends, if you knew what report” he-is 
making of your ſuffering in heaven, in Read of fancking into @ deſpondency , you would © 
be in Ped to be diftracted with joy! However , now Brethren rejoyce, and now be® 
ehde , in as much as he hath counted you worthy to ſuffer for his ſake > He hath ſera.” 
-crownand garland upon your head , which is notſet on'the head of every one ,. whom he yet} 
crowns with loving kindneſfſe , and tender mercies , and which isdenied to many ,  whowurs 


the faces of men , have the faſhions of Devils, Bur, Deare Friends, pou are not {03 » 
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an excellent remedie 


done to-you for his ſake.; their very hard ſpeeches ſhall be remembers f 4 


*whois Looking downward, and his heart in hiseye , onpurpoſe, to take notice ofall thatls * 
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"ne6f his hut; orliccle hole-houſe, or to have been oppreſſed init, & chatuponfa noble an 
” ACCOUnNt 2. 4s itſhall be recorded in heaven , &. reckoned , as his Teſtimonie againſt the uſur- 
pation of the Mediators throne : This is ſo greatan honour , I ſay , and athing of ſo noble 


Zan import, as many a poor man dar nor ſuffer himſelf, ro believe ir forjoy: He dare not allow 
© him IFrorbiak, that his name, who had þ little ro loſe,will be enrolled amongſt the company 
:- of 'Confellors: but doe not wrong his love, nor rob thy ſelt cf the zich contolation, he allowes 
= upon thee:'For if thou haſt loſt buta hair for bim,if one of theſe have fallen,or hath been pluck 
"ed from thy head, ler be thy old Blew tonner ,he will both record it,8 reward it:he will nor one 
-” 1y remember,who have taken joy fully the {pockng of their goods; Bur who,when they had no« 
> «hin of their own to loſe, had compaſſion upon them who were ſpoiled, & became compani« 


| ons, by choice, ofthem who were ſo uſed: You cannor without bluſhing thick upon the value 


t hewil) put upon your ſuffering: & how (if I may ſay ſo) he will mogenc your poor mite, which 


" you are aſhamed to mention» - Can you think, wirhour a kinde 0 pleaſant confuſion, of the 
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-- bunal, ſentenced & ſhut our of my fight for ever,they ſhall have chis added romake their ſhame 
--. unſpeakeable, they ſhall nok onely ſee yu glorified with me, when Iam ſerupon the throng of 
- ar y plory; bur firting alſo as my Aſſeſſors tO JuCge thtele your proud perſecuters,8& ſaying Amen f, 
to the righteouſnefle ofmy ſentence: All their ſavage ſeverittes, & all your ſorrowes. & ſuffer- #” 
= gs z will come in remembrance inthar day , to bE& accordingly rewarded : Notonely ſhall] 
F. you » much honoured Gentlemen, who, in teſtimony, that you-dare not concurrein this oppeſi« , 
= tion to Chriſt, & give it under your hand to obſtruct the coming of tis Kingdom, by ſubſcrib=] p, 
ing fuch bonds, as TeNs of your Loyaltie tomen , which would bring upon your ſoul, the a 
cri e of leſe Majeſtic; ad conclude you guiltie of diſloyalrie againlt rhe ord's anointed» (for þ 
WRICk poble oppoſition to that courſe of iniquirie,ſome of you are ſhurupin priſon,othersareJ 
Ein 190 1) nor onely ſhall youhave all your lofſes made up» by that far moreexceeding and] , 
A "SLEFT al weighr of glory : O the eterral weight, and the infinir worth of that glory, to which, | þ, 
a8. the ſufferings of this life are not worthy to be compared: Ohow much 15 the.inheritance of ©! 
_ XMefaints in light, and that hope laid up for you in heaven, above your houſes & inheritances y 
> $84 hands; which you have ventured to loſe for him! Burtyou Terants alſo, - yea the Pooreft Ic 
L*Eottar ltkewiſe > who hath ſufferred any thing for him, ſhill have no lower reward , than rhe 7 
-==Cortcffors crown, that crown of glory , that fadeth not away: He will not onely take notice] þ, 
+ of all thehortid pltinderings , of all the barbarous and inhiumane bearings, woundings and un ar 
- Heard ofinſolencis, of theſe ſavage Saracens , who have been made ule of againſt you; But 
= of allyour force hearts, ofall your ſmorhered ſighs, ( for he does not hide his eaxe ar his peoef g. 
= ples breathing, when the enemy curs off their life inthe dungeon, and caſts a ſtone upon them 
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* of all your verwh mimg greits , and teares ſhed , not ſomuch becauſe that the encmie. ha F, 


edinto” your bouſes , god eaten up your bread; as becauſe they had robbed you of th 


.."G 0! y 1,” Cat ca our folem & and {weeet aflemblies to Ceaſe and did nor ſuffer your bread for y 
> yourſoultocomc inrothe houſe of the Lord: For though the Lore bad given you the bread ol} fu 
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Had not been removed into corners, if your eyes had ſeen theſe, and if you did ftill heare the 
Joyful found , & had accefle to be made glade in his houſe of prayer, ir would have-comforted 
you, over all theſe things you have ſuffered : Bur it is forbeing robbed of the-bread of life you 
Weep, the deſolation of the mountain of Zion makes your eyes dim : And willhe hold his F 
peace ar ſuch teares ? will he not heare the voice of ſuch weeping? nay all your wanderings 
are marked, and all your teares, ifthere were bur one that had trickled down from youreye, B 
aſwell as your blood is regairded : Thou tellefl my wandering , (ſaid that perſecuted man ) # | 
puteſt my teayes (the word ismy teare, to ſhew, that not one drop falls by; and that ifit were bur 
one, it is keeped and well keeped) in thybotele: he doth in greattendernefle rowards;you, keep Þ 
all the ceares you weep in his bottle , that in-due time» he may ponre them outro you, inthe 
wine of ſtrong conſolation. His eye hath ſeen, who have been madeto ſuffer theſe thingsfrom j 
the enemies of humanitie,aſwell as Chriſtianitie, which I forbeareto mention by their proper | 
names, as rot knowing (if I ſhould) how ro comfort thoſe, who have ſuffered {uch things))eay- F 
ing that to him vvho can, and vvho vvill. He hath taken notice of all the thefrs commirted : 
amongſt you» theleaft brat of old cloths. that hath been ſtollen from you , or 4 oft you, 
hath not eſcaped his obſervation; this 1s marked by him, and marked on purpoſe, that he may YN 
in place thereof cloth you with rich and glorious robs, and: clafle you in thatbeauriful com- | 
pany Rev. 7. of whom it is ſaid , theſe are they who eame out of great tribulation ec. Vou are novy Þ 
Princes in Pilgrims weeds, becauſe, under your rags, lies hide a tittlero the glortous crownz 
bur in that day. your rags will be taken away, and you vvill appeare illuftrious Princes indeed> : 
nay the beatinzs, yea, out ragious boaſtings , and threatenings of the poorett Lad or Laſſe, 
ſhall not be forgotten; it had been better for them «ho gave the orders, & put them tn execus+ - 
tion, thara milſton had been hanged abour their neck, andthey caft into the midſt of the Sea; * 
than thus ro have handled one of his little ones, upenſuchan account - nay, the weeping of - 
poor little Children, for want of food ( while the mothers milk was dried up , or was as pot» 
{on) rieir pale faces , patrly with feare, partly with famine, ſhall be remembred, as a parc of. / 
your ieſtimonie, and that which ſhail certainly fill up the cup of theſe Amorites, x 

Bur vvhar ſhoula I fav > Beloved Suff. rers , right honourable Nobles , (if any of your names be®: 
found in that roi1,a! d found our of the roll of the Banders; for now, it 1s not manynoble, and the * 
more the ſhame, ard pitie; bur if there be bur one or two of thattribe, the more noble) much : 
honoured and happi. Gentler..n, who to mck< it appeare you have firſt given your own ſelves unres * 
the Lord, would not priy with him, avout your houies, your inherirtances, nor your landsz 7 
bur carried as ata point, ro pzr: with :hef- things for him, which you had received from hin, 
as having bur lirtle pleaſure ro be poſſ fled of any thing, after he vvas diſpoſſeſſed by law of -: 
hishouſe, & heritage; [0 kts and vz1n attempr! their hands ſhill not þe able ro per forme? 
their interpriſe , bur the coun'cl of thele frowards , who will wreſtle with him » to wring the ©; 
ſceprer out of his hand » -ſhall be carried head long : Hath he ſaid it » And will he not doe it? © ? 
hath he purpoſed it, and ſhall it not come to paſſe?] And you Tennants, yyho are turned out * 
of al! , and putin the condition of beggars ( O rich and to be ambirionat beggarie! } yea you 
Poor Laboureys and Servants, who have parted with your all ;, and it may be , you tho 
to lit'le. (For vvhen love to Chriſt gives , 11s ſo liberal and open handed, as it gives all: Ir 
firſt gives the hearr1ro him, and then the houſe and goods ſor him, & hath a kinde of forrowtr © 
hath no more togive; & therefore at laſt, to fillup the meaſure the giver throwesin himſelf, _ 
and that with a bli:ſh , ro be made uſe of in doing and ſuffering for God) audtherefore did it;, - 
vvitha kinde of ſh:me, and regrete, you had no more to loſe for him: be affured, he vvillnoe © 
forget this vour wo: k and labour of love, ſhevved forbis names ſake: nay, be affured, he vvill 
repay it with an inconceivable over-plus of everlaſting advantage: Feare ner, lirele fleck-itis che - 
Fathers good pleaſure, to grove youthe Kingdom , are thewords of your Lord and Maſter; ©! 
| hovvgrear is yourrevvard inheaven! itexceeds borh your faith &your fanſie, borhyour ima» 
 £ination and -expeRation, in the dimenſions of infinit goodneſle, and eternal endureance! Ot © * 
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” thorow nor ſteale; nay, it is above the rage of men or looſe handed devils to reach it) who now-{ 
-4ave been helped to give fuch a proof, that he, whoalone'isto be feared, is your feare and your 
+ dread; and which he hath wrought'for you, who have witnefl-d before the ſons of Men, rhag 
+ You can follow him , whirher ſoever he goeth, and rhat where the King ts there will yoube z 
- Whetherin Life or in Death, and truſt him with all your concerns, when expoſed to the worft 
* Tharthe violence of the vileſt of men can make you ſuffer. What ſhould I ſay > He hath pro- 
- nounced you blefſed , who makes you ſo; amidſt all your miferies; and therefore blefſ-d you 
| - muſt be, andſhalbbe; ſo rhar you-have no more to ſay, bur be itunto thy ſuffering ſervants ace 
-- cording tothy word 3 - neither have I, but .Amenand, Amen. | 
' Now, Deare Brethren,thoughyour not having keeptts became you,the Word of his Patience 
' hath provoked him, not to keep you from this hour'of T —_ which is come upon youz 
- yet, how hath he both multiplied to pardon, and magnified his grace,even while hz puniſhed, 
gn keeping you init? And as the obſervation of your former way occaltoned great feares on your 
-behalfe, leſt there ſhould haye beena further defection; ſo, when it was ſeen and pi;t beyond 
all debate {though no man would ſuffer himſelf to believe, that ever ſuch a thing , which had 
Nocolour of reaſon to cover the barbaritie of it's rage, would be put in execution; leſt an 
” - eafic credulitie of whar was not to be beleeved, till rage had quite extinguiſhed reaſon, ſhould 
 haveargued a weakneſſ: unworthie of a man :. For to have ſaid they are'men, who Rule, 
though ſtated enemies tothe wayes of God , might have ſecurcd a perſon againſt the feares of 
 -Fucha courſe) rhat this evil was determined againſt you , wherein Religion and Reaſon had 
the defianceat once, inthe reſolution of your ruines: Ijudge, there were never moe payers 
artup ro God, on the behalfe of a partie inthe land, then there were for you, thar you might 
"bekeept in this hour of tempration, & ſtrengthened with all might, according to h1s glorious 
;-power, 8& helped without fearing the wrath of thoſe, whoſe furie was armed.with all the force 
- -of the Nation, andto be execute by the moſt formiqdable and barbarovs Inſtrumenrs, to ſtand 
> - It out, and to endure as ſeeing him who is inviſible. And now , 1n that God hath not turned 
k- away theſe prayers, nor his:mercy from you : Bur hath ſtood by you , helped you, held your 
> Hand: with held you from that Bond of diffoyaltie:to Chriſt, ftrengrhened you, and keeprt you. 
from the ſnare laid for you , and this grin of theſe workers of iniquitie ; for this gift , I ſay, | ſe 
:beſtowed upon you, by the means of many perſons, thanks alſoare given unto God, by many, {ſu 
on your behalfe: And this aboundance of heart-eſtabliſhing> and hand-ftrengrhening Grace, | fe 
" beſtowed upon you, by. the thankſgiveings of many , redounds to the Glory of God : Deare| ir 
Brethren, you are now in a manner become our joy and crown : This eminent exerciſe of your | hi 
faith and patience, inchat,- while cruſhed by theſe cruel men, you have carried, asnot ena, 11 
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1 Now conſider, that you have yet need of patience;for you ſee, that the enemies teeth iFhereby * 
fet.on edge to teare you, they are ſtil! eager in the purſuite: There is need of patience, I ſay theres : 
fore , that after you have done the will of God ( which hath been by a ſuffering of his willin this I 
juncture) you may receive the promiſe, Now take unto yourhe whole armour of God, that you: Þ 
may be able; having done all theſe noble things, to ſtand: Stand therefore, as reſolved through YN 
graces, and in the power of his might, to keep your grouud,: and to withſtand, that you lole NY 
not the things , which you have wroughr, and let not go a victory ſo neer gained. Read over 

Rev. 12. and ſee, how that after Michael and his Angels have encountred the Dragon and his JF 
blake Legions (and 1 muſt ſay , however theſe who marched againſt you were called , a glori- 
ous hoſt, Tdoubr, ifever there were legions, who more compleatly were clothed 1n Satans 
livery, and ir was veryſutcable , fince there was nevera company of men gathered rogerher, | 
fince man was upon the earth, wherein the quarrel was ſo formally ſtared againft the Prince - F 
Michael ) and have overcome by the blood ofthelamb, 8c. A victory,” in kindeand qualice Y' 
much like yours : Now take notice , that the Devil thus caſt down , even while he caſts them 
down, that with ſtood him ; and thus defeat in the death of thoſe , who loved not their lives 
unto the death, ſtudiesa revenge , and comes down having great wrath ; Be ſure the: efore, 
he will endeavour to be avenged upon you,for the broken head gor, ar this bout: He will make } 
war upon you , and mannage it with all the force and furie he can, yea withall the fraud and * 
Hellith Stratagems (whereof yer I am moſt afraid} againſt that remnant; by whoſe keeping the - 
commandment of God , and holding faſt the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, he finds hiniſelf caſt.” 
down. He hath had great wrath, againſt a poor feeble company, theſe many years, by whom, Þ 
afcer he had hurried all the Repreſentatives of the Nation, into this dicch of dreadtul Defectt- © 
On, & A-oſtaſie 8& carried them the length, of that heaven-daring at of Supremacy» he found 
him elf reſiſted : all the homage he got by this Apoſtaſie did avail him nothing , {o long: as ; 
theſe baſe - Ike and beggarly Mordecaies did not onely not bow the knee to him 3 but reſiſted. 
him, and wi:hſtood him ; and by their runing roand fro , he found the knowledge of God: - 
(hi: greareye-ſore) encreaſed, his old netts herried, his ordinary haunts invaded, and theſe 
darke Dens, wherein he had dwelt without diſturbance , taken in poſſeflion ; and his old  : 

ſervants and ſlaves vindicatinto the glorious liberty of the Sons of God. Seeing humſelf ar. * 

ſuch a loſs,& that by a company of un doughts,as they are judged; yea nothings (che firrelt things © * 

for this oppoſed Chriſt to work by, and the fitreft tlme too; for by his reigningand conquer= } 

ing thus, and by the!e noble and notable inroads he makes upon Satans\Territories, he proves > ; 
himſelfthe Caprain of Salvation, and that King whois in Zion, againſtwhom there is na 

riſing up , againſt whom there 1s neither counſel nor {trengrh, and to no prevailing 3 ,how=. * 

everexautorat by our Law, & that Law pur inexecution by all the merhodsand ſtrength, that + - 

they who famed the Law can enforce it by ) heis more incenſed : Andastoyous my Deare -: 

Friends of the Wejt of Scotland more particularly , ſuffer metro ſay , That he ſeems to have de- 

viſed that this ſtorme ſhould bave firft fallen upon you,nor onely becauſe of old Long-ſyne;But, _ 

as hoving, that now, after ſo much eaſe you have had, while others were in trouble, and ſome 
remarkable abaremen of that zeal, which ſometime was obſerved ro be amongſt you, ( © let 
never ſuch a fight be again ſeen: ) he would finde you unprepared to ſtand it our, and withſtand 
ſuch a furious aſſault; and ſo, by your fainting and being foiled, he expected, tharall the reſt 
of your brethren ſhould have beeneither frighted into the like compliances , withthis courſe *. 
ofdefeion, and have been made to couch as Aﬀesbetween the burdens; ortheir reſiſtance, + 2? 
awhen relinquiſhed by you, to be bur feeble at beſt , andar laft ſuch as would end in their own +: 
ruine. But now , being ſo far diſappointed, in finding that you haye been helped, not with © 
alittle help, bur with agreat help3 and that you have been enabled through Grace » to ſhake + 
your ſelves, asat other times; and that the Lord hath ſtood by you, while tuch a Lion was lex -* 
looſe upon.you 3 and hath ſtrengthenedyou, and helped you, :oaquire yourſelves , 'inthig + 
conflict , 2s the good Souldicrs of Jeſus Chrilt , he hath now more wrath agaiaſt you , thaw 4: 
ever 3 How doth he gow meduuat xevenge £. How doth he now gris = gnaſh his reeth 


o i by SS. "0 beets *=1 <3" "TOE Tg: <7 _—_ er "Ave as _ %*, = . Pa -_ ant; x A "I -- " " ” het - 
mT. , - 7 BY” ot 3 EEC g HE... fas 7 I FSR 5/9 Wins ba b-* : DES X a 1 Ib 2hP Sr" s- SS OOTY Is 8-0-8 NE STOR. "© We Fw" Pp G PETR PE "OR 
=>. ap FAT by _N-4 4 "VL. F2e. 09 z "- >. #4 + ts Rt , 6 © |<; FSA > DO AEDST EY Se SE - RE: 5p SA 
L, "» Pg FR ix 3 *., 1 PS oY 2h «þ } x4 . - ” S . v5 264-5 Pe % + * F * 4 by G3, _ yy 0 *Þ -* © 1A OS ut TS oe he Wt U . ” 
q , - f ' a . , ; : ? 4 2 
LY, 8/68;$ + T1 CET CH S 5 © : 
—— . 


upon you? when having ftrerched our his hand againſt you - 2s nothing donbring of the 
victory , he finds himf-lffoited, and madeto- draw ina fluep. Youmay expetthen, ro 
meet with all that the Gates of hellcan doto undo you: therefore, be upon-your guard 2 
you may expett to be artacqued upon all quarters, now Harrered with fury , rhen under- 
minded by fraud , Be ſober therefore , be vigilant , for this roarmg Lyon is walking about , ſeeks 

oy _— , | % . : "ng 
Dower may devour you : whom reſiſt ſtedfaſt mthe faith: and ro the end he way ger noadvan- 
Fe againit you , ſee rhar you carry as not ignorant of his devices, beware of his wiles , 
beware of his fmoothnefſe ; for when he fpeakes you faireſt, rhen there are ſeven abomina- 
rions in his heart: Be ſure where ever you watch , or whar ever you do, ro double your 
*gairds at this paſſe; forir may be , you ſhall be yer aſſaulred ar this poſt ; and bein greareft 
{hazard , to be put ont of your poſture by his ſmooth infinuations: And in order to your res 
* fiftance , andftanding it out , borh-againſt the wiles ofthe Divil, and againſt his open wrath , 
ker me drop theſe rhings, and bring themto your mind. 

| Fit, Lerme beſeech you ro confider , what your treaſure is, and fee to the ſecuring of 
| that, in the right hand and the right place: for if thar be ſafe, an1 well laid up, all is 
| well: you may then ſoffer and fing , we will not feare what flechown do unto 18 : | need nor eel] 
- yourhar your rreafure 1Syo'r precious and immortal ſoui : and thar you bave norhing worth 
' ſeepiog , nay, nothing that is truely tenable , or that can be keep't, bur that; for it is n 
* Chriſt's own account , who knew the worth of ſouls, what hath 4 man proficed . faith he, if b 
- be chould game the whole world and loſe his own ſoul > aud the words adde1l , or what can a man 
gave mexchange for bis ſoul? are reſolveabl- in this other queſtion ;- whack hath aman bſt , ifhe 2. 
© Should loſe the whole world, and ſave his own [ nl > O what can be paine, where rhe -ainer is V 
-erervally loft? or what can be loſs, where the loſer is ſaved, and forever made up! Nor ſc 
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- need I rell you, rhat itis for ris —_ treaſure , that looſe handed Devils hunr; an 1 ro the ta 
end your enemy may ger hold of this, and run away withit, he hounds- out ſuch emiffaries , d 
© as yon have had to deale with , thar you may be hurried , bytheir ho:11d ſavageneſſe, intoa d 


- ſohicitouſneſſe, how ro preſerve ſome things our of their grips, till he run away with his O! 
| pfep, while you arenoiſed intoan oblivion of your grear Intereſt. Nor need Ite1! you , that ha 
© thealone way to fecure this your treaſure, is, ro commit the keeping ofic ro Jefus Chriſt : Bt 
© for when iv is in his hand and cuſtodiz it i; ſo ſure, as no man, no Devil, can pluck it | ce 
- ont; for he is ſtronger then all: Ye ſee rhar in a day of fiery trial, and when judgement hz 
| miſt begin 2rche Houſe of God, and when thereis a muf be of tuff-ring according to his will th 
for all that would do his will, this is the happie advice given, and alone expedient rbat will mM 
> anſwer the end propounded 1 Pee. 4. laſt, wherefore ( faith he) let them whoſuffer according to the la 
- willof God commit the keeping of therr ſoul to him in well-dowug , 1. e- 1ndoing theſe very thinzs, th 
|, for whick they ſuffer all theſe evils of affliction ; for tharis particularly the preſent-well dom to 
: ng to his will, and ſo often as the doing of his will may infer danger , ler this AX | 

of comming the: ſou] tohim. be renewed; that ſo his will may only be done, and his way It « 
| keepr, with aholy vndaunredneſſe of courage , in the day of mot deſperat danzer O! bur m1 
* theſoul is ſafe that is commitred untohim : we cannot poſlefſe our ſouls1n patie'\ce » while we thi 
| keep. them in. our own poſleflion in ſuch a day ; becauſe , we cannot ſecure them 3 but | qa 
* theg arethey truely qur own, when we have given them away to himro keep, and we may | ter 
- chenpoſſefle rbem in- patience , wc they arein his poſſeſſion; rthismade the Apoſtle 2 Tim. | re; 
| I. 12. enjoy: 2 ſweer ſerenitic in a very ſtormy day , the perſwafion of His being faitnfull | Tn: 
| to-his traft, and able to-keep. that, which he had comminted nnto him , forrified his foul | yg, 
again alifeare of wha could befall him, in following the Lord , and hardened him, into | 740 
* a holy miſtegaird and contempt of the ſhame of the Crofle. Therefore, deare Brethren, let | gþ;, 
© this be he: greareſt haſt with you,, andthe firft haſt coo; for he willdonothing ſora man, nor | gy, 
2 vndertakero concerne h:mſelf in him , or his affairs, till he have commitred his ſoul ro hing 
; jnahe firſt-place : And when you have denethis , andto the end you may inrhis warſare artend 


pets. as 
$55 


ev ” es Lach -*7" % & : 2 6 2 *s & £ & & " A , 3 | & by 1 k ” ir i & LS, + # ; EE Ss: 
id NE” 10S URLEE 3 Co 2 5 4 F F 1; Be ” | . Ns wo 4 9; [6 T1 3 $- F&; +2 So =" 


on the Lord without diſtration » commit all beſide to him ; thatyou- would have fafe 
if 2 wan lOve any thing , then the onely way tokeep it , from being loſt , isto put it inro hisY 
hand ;. for he not onely keepsall their bones , who enrruſt him with their perfons , rhat none Þ 
of tkzmarebroken; ( when he intends nota greater good to them by the contrare ) bur the: 
very hairs of their head are nurrbered, and norone of them can be touched, or fall to the 
ground without him. Therefore having truſted him wirk your ſoul, » hich.ts your treaſurey 
truſt him wich all your ocher Jictle 4ritiles roo: He wiltrake irill , if you doe other wiſes 
Andif .irbe good for you », to have theſe preſerved , he will keepthem , even to your old ' 
ſhoes: rhe Angel will not er Pc:er loſe his Sandals, or leave them behinde him , in thepri« | 
fon : Pur your wives - your children , your eſtats, your names , and reputation , yea, | 
whatſoever is deare un'o you , in his hand; andall its ſafe. O but that perſon may be ſe» 
cure amicft rhe boi'tecous blaſts of affliction, and the remp2ſtuous rowlings of the raging 
ſeas of trouble, whoſe p-tfon and eſtate ts inſured 1n the inſureance chamber of heaven? Sure, 
he who hath comw:tredall to him may ſleer ſweetly , (becauſe he is ſafe} amidſt all dangerss 
fince the peace of God ( flowing from , ad fol'owing ſuch a commitment) which ralemals 
underſtanding, gairds the h-2rtand mind , through Chriſt Jeſus, "T4 
Secondl«, when you: have thus committed all y0u would have to his keeping, tothe end, you | 
may keep his way , whenaſlaulted by Adverfaries , and carry with that Gallantry, whiclv 
becomes th= Sou'diers of the Captain of Salvation, make uſe of your aliowed ſtrength and | 
furniture : For you are no! callcd ro this warfaie on your own charges 3 The King beares - ; 
all the cot ; ſo that you have a bro:d boord to rake a ſufficiency of ſupply for all wants an@* B 
weakneſle off : and therefore you are not ſo much to conſider what you have or want in your | 
ſelves, ino:der to your tlioxsw bear-ng, and-what you can do or endure, 1n order tothe ob=- }F 
taininzof the victory 3 $5 what he wi] deroyou, in tharhour » and do for you ; and accors # 
dinzto this reckoning you miy fay , when we are weake then are we ſirong : And when we cary "i 
do not::irg, yer we can doall things , and endure all things, rhrough Chriſt itrer chenivgs - 
or putting power in us : and we may reckon alſo upon the victory ; you even you, little ones, 
have overcome them , (ſaiih he) 6b:cau/e ſtronger is bethat is in you, then he hat is in the world; * 
Be tron: cher«fo: e in the Lo:1d and inthe power of hismight : Lay in ſtore of ſuffering Gras - 
ces » puton the whol- Armour of God ( ſaith the Apoſtle) that you may be ableto ſtand ; he 
hath prepared that Armour for you , and itis proof, and he orders you toput it on, and 
the:efore he doubles the exhor:ation, take unto you therefore the whole armour of God , that yow +: 
my be abler: flard j.: theeril day , and having done all to ftand, 1] ſhall not inſiſt on the particu-- -* 
lars; bur leave ther known plac? Epheſ,6, to your meditation : Oneiy ſee well ro theſe * 
three C:rdinil Graces as everyou would look for the Conquerours Crown-: firſt , Seewelt 
to vour Faith . ore al! (ſaith he) raking the ſhield of Faith; Teannor here hint the univerſaF 
uſefuinef of faich , in th's wa: fare ; nor how it ſteels the ſoul with ſo much ſRoutneſle ; 4s -. * 
itcan make a perſon look the veiy King of terrours out of countenance, with a fearlefſe+ * 
miſrezaird : In Go4 Ihave put mvtrft ( {aid that holy Man in a very del; erat danger; and 
then he adds) 1 will not feare what fleſh can do unto mee Faith not onely ſees that, thorow all 
darkeand di mal appearances, which isof infinite value above all ſufferings 3 but > as it ins 
terefleth the /oul in that great goocneſfſe , it prompts with a holy fortitude , and: with a pes 
| remptorinefle of reſolutionand couraye forceth its paſſage, in order to poſſeſiion , thorow- 
Devils, Dangers , and Deathic (elt : Bur cenfider particularly , how faithis aſfield, tha © 
you may uſe it as ſuch » ( O bleſſed be He eternally, though your enemies can take your, old © : 
ruſty ſwords, they cannot ſpoil you of vour faith, and iothey cannot conquer you: For : : 
this is the viory whereby you over come the world , even your faith! } Now faith isa ſhield, and@* * 
ſhield of ſalvation, b=cauſe ir inierpoſeth God and his omniporent power to protec, be- 
twixtthe man and all that oppoſe him - and whatſoever weuld hurt him: When David is put © © 
toflce ſrom the face of ungodly Sauk and his _ - Grandees ,. and bides bimſclt gn hs ; 
| EY W 3 I *3/m> © 


| 
| 
| 


MI 


S s = ” — TI TIED ne ad HRT 0 +. PIITY, hs _ * , 
WW - 1 « F- bags 5 $ _ (7 
$ } * p ua ſo Me 


vs "= * 
ks "- Wg.x ye, 
5 KAT T6 


Pf. 57: 1. =o my ſoul trufteth in thee (ſairh he) yea inthe ſhadew of thy wings will T make my refuge; 
ll theſe calamities be overpaſt... O when there is nothing ſtanding up berween God and the ſoul, 
and God ſtands up berweenitand all that would harme it, but the man 1s ſafe ! This bleſſed 
Thijcld, it both beares the man who bears ir, and it beats back ail rhe blowes of adverſaries, 
fo as byarebound their ſword enters into their own heart: He knew of whatuſe this was to 
afoul, who ſaid TI hveprayed that thy faith failnot : And the perſon to whom this was 
"ſaid , having got adangerous fall» and having been ſhamefully foiled , through rhe failing of 
his faith , yer being by grace recovered, gives this adviceto cneie who w auld ftand, when 
| thedevilis aſaulting rbem on all hands: 1 Pet. 5: 8, 9. whom reſiſt jfiedjaft inthe faith: And 
| when he is thus refilted, he flees: he ſees, -itsin vain ro throw his fiery darts at him, who can 
| make uſe of this ſhield : hold up thy ſhield, and Satan cavnor hold up his face 3 bur will flee: 
why? becauſe, as God hath in mercy and love engaged himielf rothe foul, toſtand by it, 
and with his omnipotent ſtrength ſupport it in the evil day z fo faith Jaics hold on his pro= 
miſe , and takes himat his word ; and thus interpoſeth an omniporent God , betwixr it and 
| all enemies , and then he ſtretches out his right hand againſt the wrath-of an enraged enemy : 
hence amoneſt the reſt of the great things aicribed co faith Heb. 1x. theſe are nor the leaſt 
| V+ 332 34.” Who through faith ſubdued Kingdomes . ftopped the mouths of lions , quenched the vie- 
| Tenceof fire , eſcaped theedge of the ſword , out of weakeneſſe were made ftirong, waxtd valiant in fight: 
| Burned to flight the Armies of the Aliens : ina word , hethat makes uſe of this ſhield is ſafe , and 
| compleatly ſheltered, with the ſaving ſtrength ofthe right hand of an omniporent Go.) : and 
ſhall be made ro ſing, whenall his cnemies , that conpaſſed him abouras bees, buzing and 
* burning 1n their hatred, are quenched , as the fire of thornes3; the right hand of the Lord hath br 
done valiantly , the right hand of the Lord is exalted , the right hand of tbe Loyd hath done valiantly, fs 
 Owhatacompleac ſecuritie is this ſhield, inan 111 day; and therefore , when the Apoftle 
| was {olicitous about che Thefſalenians, aratime s when their Adverſaries dealt with them, as th 
 menofthe ſame Spirit, and malice, deale with you , he ſaies I Theff. 3: 5. for this caujewhen fo 
I could forbeare ns longer , 1 ſent to know your faith : Importing , thar all would be well, and bl 
- they would be victors, if that was well. Secondly, ſee well to faith's companion, and thar is 
[- Love; this 1s faithsſecond: or the way how faith engages and goes to action » is by affection: on 
{ O Loveisa great Champion ! Ir will not be boaſted or butterred intoa baſe deſerting of the wind 
beloved, by wharall the power on the earth, inaconjunction with the gates of heJl can | _-. 
+ do: Ithath ſaidirc, and ſ\worneit, where ever Jeſus Chritt 1s, there will I be, whither in 
life or in death: And Satan is fo wiſe as nor to affault a ſoulin it's warme fits, knowing. 
- well, that many waters of affliction canaort quench thart flame ;5 bur reſiſtance will make 
 lJovethe more fervent, and the Lover the more fervid and forward ; and therefore, to the Che 
End he may prevaile, hismetho4 is, how to make fouls firſt luke-warme, by ſtealing away the | ., 
| fewel> whereby thar holy fire is fed ; or by his flight, rurning the current of the affections | 6, 
| that they may fun in another channel , than God » wardand Chriſt - ward and heaven - ward: | 4. 
- asknowing well hovv poor ard puſilanimous creatures they quickly become; vvhen their of # 
_coal is cooled or quenched , and hovv eafily they are overcome and foiled , when they fall 
from firſt love : © my Brethren , ſeeto get and keep your hearts warme, worke hard in ga- | 
thering fewel for loves fire, O how much is it of the concernement of every Saint, to have 
fire burning in his boſome, in this day, when the fire of fiery tryals is burning abroad , 
and about him ; when enemiesare in rage, and hell-hot, thisflame of God, this holy Loves | ,_.; 
- burning heaven - hot, will afford the foul true courage to reſiſt that rage , whereby they af- « 
| Nault andare acted. And tothis purpoſe, it is remarkable , thatthe Apoſtle Fude , having | 4 
written his Epiſtle for this end alone, to excite to an earnejt contending for the faith; Jn order 
| to 2 readineſſe and reſolurnefle to undertake this heavy work of holy contention , he onely af 
- exhorts to this one for all v; 21. Keep your ſelves (ſaith he) in the love of God: Tr is is true, he men«- 
| Uoneth faith in the foregoing verſe , but itis as relating to this love , aud as that which ny 
"I "I * | N1IQET 
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 Niſheth fewel to its fire: And he ſpeaks of prayer in the Holy Ghoſt alſo, as that, which blowesÞ 
away theaſhes , and blow?s up that fire intoa holy flame : And then he ſubjoines hope, 'agÞ 
that » which ponres oile upon the fire, and makes the ſoul thorowly'candent. And this leads # 
me in the Third place , to ſay, See to your hope alſo : When eyer you getanallarny, or are Þ 
called to the conflict, call for your helmet, and clapiton your head , and claſpe it well, and 
ſo, the head being gairded, the hearr 1Smuch without feare: while love to Chriſt makes a man 
venture upon ſwiming thorow the ſalt fea , in following of him : And faith 1shis skill in 
ſvvimeing , and the ſtrength ofhis armes; ſo, when tne waters goe over his head, hope is 
' the Cork that keeps his head above, till he ſwime ſafe to the other thore , and thorow all the 
ſeas berwixt him and heaven. And therefore, the P/almi#, perceiving himſelf ready to fink» 
ſaith , why art thou caft down o my Soul > hope thou in Gd , gc. O how vyell will this helmet of 
lively hope guard the head, againſt all the darts ſhot from the fury of enraged Adverſaries, Þ 
and likevvyile againſt all their Wd and flattery ( for theſe arethe two deadly enemies hope 
hath todeale with ) by raiſeing the ſoul into a contempt of whar the vyorld can offer , from 
the noble and none-ſuch expectation it hath laid up 1n beaven ! Nay, this Grace 1s of ſo much 
uſero the ſaints as the Apoltle ſaith , we are ſaved by hope: Now therefore make uſe of your: 
hope, yea, hold faſt the rejoycing thereof firme unto the end , and it{hall prove toyoua helmer 
of Salvation indeed : It's exerciſe is, to raiſe up the deſponding foul abgve all dark and + 
diſmal appearances, and to ſtrengthen faith 3 and therefore we are ſaid , in hope to believe a- 
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gainſt hope. 

Novv , Deare Friends , having interje&ed theſe few things of many, with a neceflitae | 
briefceſſe, and blunt abruptneſſe : Let me rerurne, to where I left; Fiz. Reſolve for | 
ſuffering, and feare none of theſe things which you ſhall, or can ſuffer : onely feare to offend 
your God, and grieye your bleſſed guide: onely feare that feareful andgreat name , which. 
theſe men , who would put you in feare, have taken in vain: feare God, and then you need 
| fearenothingelſe: Forhe, eyenhealone is to be feared: You may be boldas lions , whoſe 

bleſſedneſle is both heighrned and haſtened by the worlt the world can do unto you, becauſe 
you feare him : Let thatbl:ſſ2d feare of God gaird you againſt thac baſe feare ot man > vvhich- 
even bringeth a ſnare: Oh the want of this »hich hath beenamongſt us, hath rendered us. 
unfit for this holy vvar , vvhercin vve ſhould haveplaid the men , for our God, and the glo- 
rious Concerns of his Crovyn and Kingdom! O vvhen vviltour heart ſome, hardie & reſolute: 
pou ng-to our hand to his vvork , in the face of the greateſt hazard, prove , that he hath put- . 
is feare In our hearts? for this feare not onely ſurniſherh with reaſon againſt the feare of _ 
frail feckleſſe man , *ho cannot when he hath done whae he can reach his hand beyond the: 
Grave: And therefore our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, argueing his Diſciples , whom he 
ſent outto Preach the Goſpel, into an holy courage , when perſecute by the rage of Kings & ' 
Councels for Preaching { which is this day our caſe: O when wHl he ſhorten theſedayes for” 
theeletts ſake? ). he doth ir by this argument Mar. 10: 28. and Luk, 12. 4. <— B; not afraid 
of them that kill the body and +fier that , haveno mere that they can doe : ( O bleſſed be he for thae 
cannot 3. and for this alſo. that theſe upright ones , whom they for thisperſecute, ſhall have» 
Dominion over their perſecuters in the merning! ) Bu# I will forewarne you whom you ſhall feare,, 
fear him, which after he hath killed , hath power to caft into hell, Yea IT ſay , unto you feare him «: 
But as it furniſhed with reaſons , it fortifiethalſo , with rich and refreſhing ſupplies: For it: 
hath the goodneſſe of God aſvvel as the greatneſfſe of his terrible Majeſty , for its object :: 
and hereby is the hart emboldened, and rhe hand ſtrengthened ro ſtruggle wirh wiarſoever: 
difficulties and danger : Now th refore , My Friends, to make it appeare , that God in: 
making you new Creatures, hath made you men of other mettal » and Spirir ,. then the mem: 
f the world and cat you into an other mould; whereas their tranſgreſſions ſay plainly vvitks. 
n.the heart ofevery man ( vvho hath northe heart of a beat ) #hat there is no feare of God be=- . 


retheireyes; fo , let your feare of him, and your feare becauſe of that to comply ___ _ 
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= wicked lawes, which they have made, -make it appeare, you haye ſer the Lord al 
you: Letyvhateveryoudoe or ſay , vvhen called to a compliance yvith the pre 
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': darenot, we cannot , we will not offend him , to pleaſe our perſecuters. 
" Bur, Deare Friends , what have you to feare in following him ? give it aname 
If you can , that the names of ſweetnefle , and falvation., which are in him ( and 
-- aShis name is» ſoishe) anſwering the name of whar ever you have ro feare , may make it a 
 . nothing; orifitbe any thing , ſuch a thing , as he changeth its very nature and quality, and 
. -makes pay rhe toll and tribute of good to you, Do you feare, they will laſh you with their 
- tongues, which are as arrowes ſhot out , and load you with reproaches > Remember then , 
whoſe words rheſeare : if you be reproached for thename of Chriſt , h:ppie are you: you may not 
_ .onely deſpiſe this ſhame , but weare it as your crown, and humbly b-aſt of ſuch a cognizance 
of your love and loyaltie to Chriſt : becauſe the reaſon , adduced by the Holy Ghoſt , doth 
Putthehappineſſe of ſuch beyond debate: for, ſaith he , the ſpirir of Glory and of God refteth 
| - Wponyor : as the ſplit of Satan andof ſhame rageth in theſe reproachers ; ſo the Spirit of 
_ Glory and of God reſteth upon you. Are you afraid that b-fid*s rheſe laſhings. you ſhall alſo 


- Cannot be, it ſhallnotbe : why do yougive ita being in your imagivarion to rorment your 
ſelves? or why are younot ratherafraid , to lole the hundred fold in rhis life, even with 
perſecution , and then thateternal life , and that immortal crown , which is *nfured , by 

-theunfailing fairhfulnefſe of God , to ſuch loſers ( 1f 1 mayabule languzge, in caliling ſo 
;great gainers , lo(ers) in the other lite ? for if you ſuffer withhim y.uſhall reigne with 
Him: what; will you be frighred our of the way , becauſe of the manifold temptarions , 

and troubles you are expoſed unto, by keeping of it > Nog ler rhis fortifie againſt that 
fFrighring feare , that as you are parrakers of the ſuitering » ſo ſha!l you be of the con'olation : 
you ought rather to feare, to rob and deprive your ſelves, ina day , when ſuch favours are 

2 dealing, of thar ground of rejoycing , that a parriciparion of the ſufferings of Chriſt af- 
Fords : O happie and bleſſed participants of his ſufferings! for , whrn his glory ſhall be re« 

"Sealed , you alſo ſhall be made glade with exceeding jov : O how cordial! O.how corroboe 

- .Fating is ſuch an expeCtation ? 1t will m:ke che expeCtant rejoice , with joy unſpe.kable and 


{ For, this is co be parrakers already ( as the Apoſtle's phraſe is) of the glory to be revealed. 

Do you feare ſufering , for that very cauſe , which he ha:h not onely ſo often owned ; bur 
for owning of which , your bleſſed Lord and Mafter died , as a Martyr > Orare you not ra- 
ther affaid , (I hope you are ) that when Jeſus Chriſt ſh:ll come to judgement, and fir on 
the Throne of his Glory, and bring forth Scotland's Covenant made with him, to be tound 
amongſt choſe , whoſe ſentence 1s ſealed under their own hand ; for their finis open, and 
before hand to judgement? O dreadful may the expectation of the hearts of every 
* manof thembe, in thatday, who have had hand in tha: hainous wickedneſſe , when rhe 
* AAreſciſſorie ſhall be brought forth , and laid beſides that Covenant ; and the queſtion pur to 
- Theſe pannels, trembling before the Tribunal of Chriſt ; is this the performance of your 
Oarhs, Vowes, and Covenant - engagementsto me? are you not afraid in that day tobe 
claſſed fif but for the leaſt compliance ) amongſt thoſe , who ſhall bz found gwltie of Leſe- 


_— 
ſou 
as our Swpremacy intoa Law ? or would it not rather be terrible royou, ro think , thar liv- 


Ing in ſucha time» you ſhould not have witnefſed agunſt theſe high and hainons wicked- 
nefles > Would you want the ſhare of the commendation, and the glorious reward , that 


wayee befors 
en: courſeF 
= of iniquitie , have this plain import, and practical ſenſe, how can we doe this great evil ,and fin] © 
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”. againſt God? Heisagreat God, and heis agood God, and heis our God, and therefore we: 


be purto loſe, for his ſake ? But why are you affraid ofan impoſſivilirie > If God hath ſaidir || 
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Full of Glory : this is heaven (inall che hceils of crouble » on this fide of heaven) anridared : | 


ftie againſt rhe Son of God ? againſt him , who then ſhall judge them ? will there bea | 
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at that appearance, who dareavouch his having had a hand, in framing ſuch a miſcheife | 


: | ſhall be given his witneſſes > What if you ſhould weep , yea and die in priſons ? cog => »| 
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that there you may: enjoy th iGus.libertie; of che; Sons.of God,/'and 'befexfted- inyout I 
F Fetter > with the frui on of . humnieit. and have, your darke dungFors hung (if -I may fay {6} { 
| "with the very Ara of beayen, which-is the preſence of God , "that can make theſe naſtie. { 
f and noifome holes, wherein you are as buried alive , preferable incomparably roall the Pa- 
laces of thoſe , who perſecute, you. O there 1s no compariſon{ Pelides this , I ſay. which 
Foe hundred fold ten rhouſand times, told , out of theſe your priſons, you ſhall be-brovghr 
ro reigne, and have all your tearels wiped away ,! and your priſon rags taken off, and your 
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{them down , 'and ſwallowrhetwup ; inthetake of fire'and'brimſton': All theleputtogerh&# | Df 
'- may make you feare:, rofall'in withtheir way , leſt youfall With rtiem , 1n the hands of the 


living God:: Tf they cannot give you ſecuiricie agg this ; and that is /Impoſſible; for the ' 
redemption of their own ſoul muſt ceaſe for ever ,"f they both Teaſe not togoon, . and ſor. : 
row not tor what they have done : Feare you' not therefore their fear; onely feare to for. -| 
fake God , as you would nor be forſaken of him : Nay ,' leryour fortitude in refuſing their 
- blake Sends, whereby, asthe binder binds himſelf to an oppoſition to Chriſt , andthe com- 
-1ng of his Kingdome 3: ſo he' binds over himſelf to thecurſe of a broken Covenant, cither 
;fright them, | 1nto a forbearance, or put them under the dreadful apprehenfions of what 
they may expect ,- for oppoſing his Chriſt , perſecuting the Goſpel, and uſing his ſervants 
ſo, who darenot, in running with themto theſe exceſfles of 'wickednefle, run- upon the 
boſſes of the Almjghrie his buckler ; bur rather did choiſe to ſuffer any thing , 
- thar they mighr be foundiypright and” innocent from .theſe great Wes”; Ore and ſo 
eſcape that wrath of the living God, wherewith all the contriyers ,, all the preflers of 
-theſe bonds of iniquirie ,"all rhe. petſecuters for notcomplying with that decreed wickeds | 
 neſſe;call the pleaders forir; all-the paliiarets of this impietie , all. the Inſtruments made uſe '4 
, of to help foreward the affliction of his poor people , for their refuſal, all the rejzoycers ar g 
-his peoples-calamitie , and conniversat theſe couffes; yea, andall who according to their a 
>>place, ſtation , andastheyare called , do not faithfully witneſſe againft this courſe of ini- ſc 
- -quitie,, ſhalFbecerrainlypnarſued , if repentance prevent it not, overtaken, and ſo periſh tl 
eternally: there is no Luw-borrowes againſt the written vengeance , for the perſons of theſe A 

| Pprackices: " 2484 6 Rnd | 2c Gr He” - A] 
1- But, that which T would more particutirly point-ar, to fortifie your. hearts againſt rhe feare 


their zealous fervour, their fidelitie and fixedneſſe in his way, (which made them, in Teſtimo= 
ay of theirlove to himi ,"vot to loye their, tives unto, thedeath ), he therefore, brought chem» * 
i | L led them,..and in that Crucitied their 
d, he.crowned with loving ;kindneſſe , 
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'} Sfhisfheding abroad his love ip Ree, and thatyour blood is precious in his fight? Are . 

| theſe things to+be feared , which haye been rhe ambition of many righteous men; yea, 

1 anda piece offofrearhonour, as they durſtfcarce even themſelvesro a ſharing in 1t? Or, hath 

| he delertedoneofall the ſufferers > ſee, 'if you' can fay- it: why then are you daunted with * 

þ danger? why do'you doubt, but he:/who hath glorified his name in others, will glorifie 
iragain , inyou? Nay , did he not moſt ſignally defear the expeRarion of adycrfaries, and 
our- do the hope of his poor ſervants, by the remarkableneffe of his afliſtances, given to ſome, 

. Who were looked upon as ſuch-weake wriglings, as they could noc ſtand it out? but how by 
ſanding by them and ſtrengrhning them » did he ſtill the enemy and avenger? and how did . 
he; by the marvellous ſupporting of his Grace , perfect praiſe out of the mouth of ſuch babes 
and fucklings? T may appeale to the conſcience of any preſent at theſe executions, who ſavoute 
the things of God, and ſaw, under whata ſhining preſence, and with what joy uuſpeakeable 
and full of glory,theſe dying men went out of cheworld,and theſe murthered martyrs mounted. 
rheir triumphant charriots 1f they would not, at that time, upon aſſurance tobe carried off 
rhe ſtage , under the ſame ſun- ſhine and {wectneſſe , have left all they had in this world , and 
gone with gladenefſe in their company, into theother world? Ifany- one of all that now 
glorified company, had been deſerted, yol might be diſcouraged, and ſhrink away, and ſay » 
wh at isour ſtrength that we should hope> But-, fince everlaſting armes underneath have been 
ſo viſibly ſeen ſupporting every one , whom he calledro ſuffer , it ſaith nothing, ifit ſay nor. 
this ; feare none of thoſe things which you ſhall ſuffer : For my grace ſhall be luffciem for yu 
And my firength ſhall ve made perfect in your weakeneſſe. Therefore, be not affraid , bur 

approach your duetie with humble confidence and courage, even when death it ſelf is in the 

way -and'you ſhall finde it withyou,as itwas with thePrieſts,before whom Jordan recoiled ror, 
till their feet were within the brink: Waite for your afliftances, and ſupports in the hour of 
conflict, and in thar very hour, it ſhall be given you : and you put in caſe to ſay , when we are 
weake , then arewe ſtrong. on : = _ 
And, to compleat this account , and makeit appeare , thatthe moſt daring and 'deſperar, | 
enemy cannot eaſe his'own ſoul , by giving one Inſtance tothe contrair : I can not here paſſe | 

the death of Mr Migchel : which the Lord hath ſo excellently ordered , borh as to time and {K 

circumſtances ; for , whereas they , who put him to death ,- did hope, to give thereby a dath 

| to the people of God , at this time , and by their ſeveritic exerciſed upon him, to make them I 

ſhrink ; into a fearefull compliance, with their 1niquous Contrivances; but» the ſupporting | 

preſence of God with bim was ſuch,- asno man needs for feare ro forſake the way of the Þ 

Lord, becauſe of what befell him: I-mentione not here the cauſe , but leave the world to the 

account himſelt hath given therecf, with what hts Advocats had to plead , on his behalfe : . Þ 

And ſhall onely , wirhout making a Parallel , or inſtituringa compariſon between the two, , 

allude ro Samſon's death, in this execution: Nor, that I may jake occaſion , to tellthe world, --Þf 

that he who was aimed at may paſſe; any day intheyecr, fora Lord amongſt theuncireumnciſed-, | 

Philiftims: For, thatis no newes; nay the world may judge, Idorheſe Lords wrong-and him . - 

r00, innot aſſaciating him with ---- Bur Firſt, Sampſon was a rackel and rough=handed faint, - 

ready to peit the Philiftims, upon all occaſions: yet ſecondly, the Holy Ghoſt forall the faults 
that followed him hath recorded his name, and enrolled him, in th: number (even while the 

names of many otherare lefc out) of theſe eminent worthies , Heb. 11, Ando , he hath F 

made the name of Mr Mitchell favovrie; and as he tooke many Teſtimonies from him artall his - 

appearances; tothe cauſe; ſo he owned himin theend ,- and honoured him to die, witnelſ-  Þ| 
ing 4 good confeſſion, which will be on record'to polteritie. Thirdly , as Sampſon did more If 

miſcheife ra the enemies of the people of God, at his death , than inall bis life, (for when Þ 

they ſent for hum tomake themielyes mirry with a fight of his milery,the Lord helped himro .. if 

Gil cheir ſport } ſo Tjudge » it is beyond queſtion , with every ſober man, that My Mizrchells 

| death hachdone more hurt to ir's contrivers, and furious drivers,*chaneyer his l:fe could have. 7: 

; fone,” yen, rhoughhebad thor 2g2ine > and hit thatun hallowed marke; Fois now, where +. 
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- 25 he hath died defiredirhey who drove it, have , in breathing our their aan his | 
- brought an indelible infamy upon themſelyes,, andene,gled upon their.poite ; CEPreach; 
- never toberolled away! yea. they ave miſled theis magke ſo bar Þ 4n biringhin;*@s, ] kyppoſes 
the moſt confident ſcoffer, among all thoſe, who promiſed themſelves mater of nyrth, by bis | 
death » and ſome thing , on which they might: breake their jeft , will be more loath,, to heare 
My Mizchels death mentioned, than the deathof any of thoſe worthies , that went before him; 
left, concerning themſelves, it alſo be remembered, how - - And thus , was that prediction 
* fulfilled, with a wiinefſe , contrary to the mind of him, who, in ſaying ſo, did both mock 
- and menace at nnce , that God did glorifie himſelf by Mr Mithels death inthe grafſe market: Yea, 
glorifie himſelf he did » and glory ro him for having done ſ@.. Is not this then Breebren,, heart= 
 camfortingand hand ſtrengthening that, all who weor off the ſtage, thus died, nnder thefe 
* refreſhing manifeſtations, and raviſhments of ſpirirt.; astheir enjoyments would be the meaſure 
\ of mens deſires, for their own foul, as they were the meaſure of the defires of theſe dying 
Martyrs, forall the people of God; For , what could they wiſh more, or ſeekmore, : onthe 
behalfe oftheſe; But, O char it were with them , inall things as it is with us, except , as tothis 
Jeaffold '! which yet tous , while under theſe manifeftations , is preferable to all the thrones of the Earth , 
the Pharadiſes and Plea ures , wherein they Irove , who. put us to death ? Nay , fo maryel- 
| Jous was the preſence of God , with theſe his dying witnefles; as I doubt nothing; but , ſome 
of the enemies, who looked on , and had a handin ſheding that innocent blood , have ſaid 
with themſelves fince, O, ler me die the death of theſe righteous men, andlet my latter end be like theirs) 
| And 1 much doubt, when death ſhall look the greateft Deſperado amongft them , in the 
face, and he finds himſelf, ready to be dragged before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt ; if the 
veftion were asked him, . whether he would have his ſoul now gathered, with the ſouls of | 
theſe ſuff-reis } or, -with their ſouls, who ſhall be bronght-in before the Tribunal, with 
- their fingers droping with the blood of thoſe , whom they killed upon ſuch anaccount; thar he 
- would be at any demurre what to choiſe ?- | ol hs | 
Feare not then to follow , Deare Brethren , ſince you ſee, how honourably the charges of all , 
| that have gone before you, haye been borne ; you have the ſame good God, the ſame Chrift , 
| the ſame Spirit; the ſame cauſe, the ſame covenanted ftrength: have therefore the ſame confi- 
+ denceand courage: as they did , ſo doe you carry , asin nothing terrified , by your Adverſa- 
- Ties, which, asit was 1nthem; fo, irwill bein you, anevyident token of perdition to your | 
- proud and implacableperſecurers, Bur to you of falvation, and that of God. | 
- - Sufferme, ereIcloſe, to purone drop more in this cup, to make it cooling (aud never-the- 
* Jefle cordial for thar-) Endeavour, Deare Friends, With a Zealous prudence , whileyou are in 
"this fire of fiery trialls, to prevent or exſtinguiſh the wilde fire ofunnecefſare and hurtful ant« 
- mofities amongfl your felves, by the flame of fervent andrrue love ro God, and one another; 
| This fire will burne out the other ! you ſee, the enemy thrufts ſore at you, that you may fall ; 
"therefore, to the end they may mifle their marke , and you may ſtand faſt inthe Lord, ft and 
| Cloſe together : Tſhall notenlarge upon chis head , onely , let me put you in mind of thatno- 
| cable placero'this purpoſe, when the Apoſtle Philip, t. after what he had ſaid of himſelf V. 20s 
LO for a company in caſe to fay the = !) comesrto perſuade to a carriage , ſuch as becometh 
the Goſpel , he pitched parricularly upon this piece of a Goſpel - becomeing converſation , 
and perſwadsto it : That I may beare { ſaith he ) ---- that ye ſtand faſt in one Spi it, withone minds, 
trivmg together for the faith of the Goſpel, £57., And knoweing well, how much rue unicie did 
{Arengrben the ſaints 7. while put eo this ſtriving , he dothin the following Cap. Viz. c. 2. v. 1, 
2,3. with amervellouſly ſweetemphatickneſſe , inculcar and commend the ſame thing, with 
| ſuch a warme varietie of heart-melting and affe&ion-moying words and arguments , as are 
| ſufficient (or nÞthing can be) to cemem,- and ſouderinro aſameneſſe; 'the ſouls and aff:&ions 
LoFall ſaints : If there be therefore , ſaith hs ; any conſolation in Chriſt , if any comfore-of love ,- if any 
 felowship of the pirit , if any bowels and mercies: fullfillye my joy «© that you be like minded , baving 
"tbe ſame love , being of one accord, of one mind ; Let no bing bs thi through firife , or vain gle > 
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"Vid in lewlineſſe of mind-, let carb eſteeris ocher , better than _themſelver : Now. what can-be ſaid after | 
' this? Here you havg*union nobly \qualified ; and arguments powerfully quickening ro. purſue | 
afier it; O fall firiviog; cherefore:,: while pur :oftrive againk enemies, who ſhall love God {| 
and his peevipngiactrels moſt;:and one. another beft : who ſhall be moſt ready ro:forbearez 
and to beare; one anothers. burdens thar ſo , in fulfilling this law of Chriſt, all may the more 
cheerfully beare the Crofle of Chriſt : have there been amongſt you animoſanies > conrea= }|Þ 
rion:> jealouſies, whiſperings, evil ſurmiſeings,. &c. (the more 15 the pie 7) well, thennow 
is the time , toiconfirme your love one towardsanother : Now , ſet your ſelves to provoke one 
another, to love, :and to good works: Now ſee, if you, who have diſcourſed,, and dife 
| puted your ſelvesa ſunder , can pray your ſelves together , and {9 meer inthar bleſſed center: 
ietle doubt, if your heart be heaven-hot , in. praying together, Jin weeping. before God 
rogether, in wreſtleing with hin together 3 but you willwalk after the Lotd together y- in-3 
ſweer zealous finglenefſe offrame: when. your hearts have been warmely poured out repgether 
before God , a ſpiritual harmonie , and famenefſſe of ſoul , in working the work ofthe Lord» 
willfollow upon.it : And if my. obſervation do nor fail , our contentions never became hots 
| tillwe were cooled and muchtaken off, frompraying together : Conſider what your enemies 
are doing, driyeing, and deG6gning; Isit not, to make you fall aſunder, tbat.you may nor bejables 
when divided amongſt your ſelves, .ro ſtand before them? or to withſtand them? take that door 
ofthem , by ſhuting the door vpon them , at which you ſee they defigne to erte:: and that their 
acceſſe may be the more eaſie, they will fatter ſome of you, or forbeare ſome of you , while | 
they fall upon others; that ſothey may run down, and ruine all and raze foundations art laſt with 
eaſe: Ser your ſelves:herefore, with an oneneſle of ſoul and ſhoulder , to defear this deſperas | 
| deſigne; and in erder to the fruſtrating ofthe projects of theſe Jerpertors of the right: wayes 
of God, let unioninthe Lord, amongſt his ferventsand people ,; be ſtudied, and —— | 
Ler us carry in thisday , as men of underſtanding, who know the times, and how the. true 
| Ifraelits of God oughtto behave one towards another, while the Adverſaries, lye in waitze I8 
prey upon our divifions 2 andis it ſurable . while they gnaſh uponns with their teeth , crhatws 
ſhould bite and deyour one another? or, is it not more Chriſtian and Chriſt-like , that while we I} 
ſuffer together, we fmile one upon onother, and ſupport one angther ; yea, and ifirſhould . If 
| come to dying , die.embraceing one another ? Ler therefore all unſuteable and unſeaſonable I 
ſtriving and unbrotherly and. unchriſtian. contending be prevented. or exſtinguiſhed,. ere } 
they come to a flame: for that is fatal. Itis well known, how ſmall a wedge of rhe ſame 
timber , driven bythe-policy of an enemy eſpecially whenin power, hath made great and Þ 
Fopracebreaches, amongſt ſuch, who oncerook ſweet counſel rogether, and walked ro rhe II 
| houſe of God in company : how frequently, in allagesof the Church , have thty carrried away 
many , firſt ro a connivance, then tro a compliance (for he who is once Cheated intoa Con "Þ | 
nivanee » is eafily charmedinto a compliance) with their delignes , and ſor2ndered the oppo” tj 
fiion of the reſt, who Rood and withſtood, leffe fignificant. Lerustherefore be wiſe; Let if 
us take notice of the Adyerſaries ftratagems , whoſe maxime is Devide & impers; And in |} 
this they are ſo cunning, and cloſs; as ſometime they can perfonat a diviſign amongſt theme I 
ſelves. tkar they may the more certainly effectuar ir, amongſt us; which, when ir comes ro pale, E | 
it hath ever deplorable and diſmal effets: For, there is ever a fad and certain connexion of fer- 4 
ved, betwixt a dividing time in the Church, and a further departure from rhe rruth, and 4 hotter. ; 
perſecution of thoſe , whocleave toGod and his truth , with purpoſe of heart, * Dur becaufe 4N 
I know, the greateſt pretendersto what is now pleaded for, and perſuaded unto, arereally the I 
preateſt enemies to-that union and concord, ibrended by the Spirit of God; And,totheendt] | 
themfelves may" be applantled , incheiroor ftrivings, as becomes, for thettmh ; they. ,. ol 
all men , are moſtweady to repreſent ſych as doe, asfire brands and Church renders.. An } 
therefore, let none miſtake what love to union, amongſt all the ferious ſeryanrs of Jelus Þ 
- Chriſt, in fuch a day, hath caufed metro grop; asif thereby , Edid inrendto plead for, or Þ 
{wade unto , an union, with a difadvantage to a precious truth of God , andthe true Ing 
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cereft of the Goſpel, ordid infinuat , in order topeace ardunions either dnap ;robat 
 or-bearance: of dune, in its proper: ſeaſon , or of taking ſuch courſes, as 1n [regaird of ' 
' Circumſtances may be conftrued, acompliance with the'men, who have made themſelves,ant* |- 
the.Nation, guiltic before God of this high tranſgreſſion, towit, of deſtroying what they once |- Ai 
- built and building againe what they deſtroyed; whar? ſhall we leaveany thing undone , or- | Ge 
ſhall we doanything , uuder whar {pecious pretext ſoever, thar may ſeem to ſay, we have | thi 
ſaid, a confederacy to fuch,who call us to a confederacy after God had inſtruRed us with a ſtrong Wi 
hand, nottoſay ſo, fincethar confederacy will be found a conſpiracy againſt him ? ſhould we des 
- yoine again with the perſons of theſe abominations , and breake his covenant? would he nor | Or 
be angry with us till he had conſume&us > The woe upon woe, ' and mrath upon wrath which was |- th: 
denounced againſt Scorkerd, by a great Seer, and eminently faithful Maſter-builder amongſt us | -ti© 
upon the apprehenſion ofa relapſe into a compliancewith the harers of theLord and the work | P# 
; Of reformation, whereto he preceived a propenſion , and {aw {the Nation begun already to | -I\ 
be leavened with the dreadfu] leaven of Apoſta/te, is ſo ſadly accompliſhed upon us, that, | If 
aunleſſe we be a people devoted to ruine and utter deſtruction,we will tearne fromwhat is paſt, | - ſo 
to fland aloof, and ſtop our eares, at the Syren-ſongs of thoſe, who pipe rous, that we may | ut 
dancea compliancewith them , intheirbreach of covenant with the moſt Higb , 'and ſecure -| p© 
them into, aquiet poſſeffion of all, which they have taken from our blefſed Lord Feſus Chriſt: | Kr 
for,this is the ſubſtance and ſenſe of this now preſied Bond, and'theſe newly required Lawbory- | th 
roweks, O ifever there was aday, to beunire in crying » unite our hearts to feare thay plorieus | EC 
and fearefull name , the Lord our Ged; If ever there was a day to be unire in watching, in | t© 
Randing faſt in the faith, in quiring our ſelves like men , this is that day!' when theſe Goge | be 
provoking courſes are carried on, and our compliance and concurrence thetin required /-Oz | at 
now; when there is ſuch a combination againft the Chriſt of God Aach an oneneſleiu oppoſeing | ©: 
| His Anointed , lcrus ſtudie an union, in abiding with him, in owning him, as King, and al 
;. Supreine! ler us continue with him,in theſe temprations, and contend for him; let us.conrend | 31 
F- with'one another (for that confirmsrrue union) to exciteto this contention: Lerus ſtudieand Ww 
,  promove oneneſſein walking in the good old way, without rurning aſide ro the right handorta | V 
 Ehelefr; becauſe of the lion that is init, aud without layirg other foundations, in whole 1 
or in part, than what were laid: Let us not.diforder theſe foundations, nor pick a ftone out of Ir 
*. that beauriful fabrick,and then pur our inventionupon the rack,ro forge a conſiſtency berwixt | #: 
> Tome c<ſſions ro the adverſary, old principles and finde oura way , how *to go ſome b 
Jengrh with them , or how not to oppoſe them , while they with ſo higha hand overturn the t] 
work of God 5 and yet retain our integritte 8 and ſer off this our novel invention to our a 
| . Brethren, with the embroderie, and vermilion of uuton; and think, there is ſufficient ground, ri 
\ Tocallalldividers, and figmarize themas ſuch , who will not, with us, gaude about, to 
{ Change their way , and lay as much weight upon our notions , and darke , yea benighting 
- Diſtizgoes,as we do. Let us ſtudic an oneneſſe in promoving the oppoled work of God ( Alas! 
-. under the pretence of beipg unite amongſt our ſelves, wewere Charmed , and chained, inroa 
 Forbearanceof many things, 3n their proper, ſeaſon » which 'may ,'and ought, to (end us 
mourning to ourgrave;.and keep a cloſs union, between ſorrow and onrr ſou}, rill death make 
£2 divorce betweenſoul and body }ler us ſtudie an onerefſe in.endeayouring ſome thing;rofignific 
our ſorrow and ſhame, for the ground which we have loft,and the adyantage the Adverſary,by 
= our faintings bath 9 totr-mple upon, and triymph over our caſe: Anoeneneſſein ſeeking of 


"I 


bo 


Goda right way , by faſtivg and prayer.z. nat daring, to liſten unto\  ruſhupon, orreceive 
--overtoyrs without conſultingGod,fince the concerne 1$Nis;-and communing with our brethren; 
'- Nor one!y equally concerned, burt.countenanced of God, in, their endeayouring to hold faſt | 
* their intcgritie 2 and hold on in the good old way, _ Let us ſiudican oneneſſe , in remembring 
+ Whence we have fallen, and in admoniſking, andbeing content to be admoniſhed; leſt we be 


- hardened,through thedeccitfulnefle of fn,into a deten ceofir, Letus be followergot mb 


Ls uf King them n : 0:caſe, nor under.no pr ctext +10 as fare, as they ate follower $ of T iltz I 
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. Eertheſobe the rien y. whoſe prattice we propoſe asa, pacern for itaitation, whoſe carriageal 
' [alongs whoſe conſtancy inthe cauſe , whoſe: courage in continuing, at the wark of the 
Lord, when hazard did atrend dutie, ſpoke them , to hate the way of them who turne aſides |} 
Andler us not.count that the making. of a breach , to forſake ( for then we count without - } 
. God, and haveno: the mind of Chriſt) any, or not to fall in with them, and follow themia | | 
- that, wherein they forſake the-way of God, and ceaſe to be whar they were, and begintobe, 
, what once they wete not,/-aud to door leaye undone, what they condemned , as defefion or 
detaftaple neutralitie, Itisa greatabuſe of language (co give 1trthe belt name) ro put thename, 
-or notior'of union , upon that, whitch, if ſearched to the bottome , would make it appears, 
that in this the uniters are rather dividers from the Lord, *than endeavourers to keep the un {| 
tie ofthe ſpirit, in the. bond of peace; It was not againſt this union nor inconſiſtent with it, for | Þ 
"Paul to withſtand Peter tothe face, when he ſaw,that he walkea not uprightly,according to the 
truth of the Goſpel; and when his way had carried away others ,- into a diſſimulations 
If God have ſaid , if any mandraw back , my ſouk sball have no pleaſure in bim;z_ Let never our 
-Foul enter-into- their ſecrets, who would: ſeduce uss into a relinquiſhing of the: cauſes. 'or | Þ 
-intoa connivearice evenar adiſcovered propenſion to: that , in others : letus ſtudie the im» |} 
port of the place above adduced; ro wit, a ſtanding faſt in one ſpirit , with one mind, _ | 
ttriving together , for the faith of the Goſpel ; ſtriving and ſtanding up rogether for thoſe | 
things , in the faith whereof, we profeſled our-felves fixed , beyond the unfixings of |} 
contrary Laws, execute with all cruelrie : nay, for the faith,. which we our ſelves delivered }{# 
to the Saints , and for which , we ſhould contend: with allfleſti; though for that, we ſhould !} 
be counred Schiſmatieks, and men of Contention, with the wholecarth. There was an Union | 
amongſt the Diſciples, whenthey all forſooke him and fled. O letus beware! and havera | 
care, leſt, while we cry up and commend union amongſt our ſelves, that, in keepingone | 
another company, we leave nor Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord and maſter, to walk alonz. Unitie |} 
amongſt brethren is a very deſireable thing : (and the Lord will require it > at his handy 
who endeavours it not, inhis way) but ,” there 15 a:Zewel, of infinit more value ,- onenefſe | 
with God ; and oneneſſe withand 1n-the truth”: and if our purſuings of the one: be not |} 
minded» init's juſt ſuborcination unto - and for-the-promoving ofthe other, 'ir-loſesits 1; 
intrinſick value; and becomes a plague; and thus, rhatwhich ſhould have beenforourweE 7 
fare , is made our trap: Let union amogſt brethren be accounted. the ring never to'be I 
broken ; bur let union in the truth , and with God ; be coured the Rubiz and Diamond't*if Þ 
this bc loſt, our union loſeth it's name, and changeth it's nature , and paſteth with him, fer. * 
a Conſpiracy : and ſo ſhould it do with us. « This oughtto be our firſt care; yea and next cate 7: 
r00, how to keep him company , and tocontinueſtediaſt and immoyeable , abounding inthe. : 
work of the Lord; and if herein ourfelloyy fervahes deſert us, 6rour brethren be! other- 


attained to clearnefſe in durie : and hereby the vvay, Emuſt ſay, though L hate” and abhore . 
rath courſes, and | hope vvould not ſtand: to condemne in my (elf, as vvellas'in ethers;4- | 
runing upon, and ruſhing into untroden paths ; 'yet God hath made our yvay ſo plaine of ol 
as the vvay-faring:man though afoot, needs noterre init; theſeare no novelries or notion 
theſe are no'new and darke rhings » we have to0'contend for.''- Is Covenantkeeping' with. / 
God a diſpurable point !'Ts it dabrful}, wherher' Chriſt beabſolut in his 6wn houſe !- or falls  / 
it under debate , whether he is to be obeyed, rather than men! Andrraely of hare 7 this | | 
courſe and carriage of our enemies, lo directly oppofite ro'ihs wayes of God,, hath left - 
place for doubting abour durie , it we be but delivered from feare of danger» - If then,'T 1 

Cs haye attained untoclearnefle indurie , tetus fhur our eyes nponall danyers, difficulties 

* diſcouragements, arifing from the nnclezrneffe or reluiftancy of Brethren,. yea of Farkers, 
| and hold 0n1n our way : let us ftop our cares , and become deafe to infiouarions, howevet. if 
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'  Uolonted ; which would foreſlow- us,-in following/and- ſerving. 
" Andbe deſerced of others, for doing ſo;:O rhen, burthe SOFT uy 47m Awe and || 
| For them, who in ſuch circumſtances appeare for him, as it hath ,-ſo&#* will make up, ro 


made all odds even : It was no reproach to Athanafius., that it was ſaid of him , wnus Athanafi- | 
* gr contra totum mundum ;(Bur that which harh perperuat his renown, and made hisname ſavourie 
' _ toall the lovers of our Lord 
whowalk in the ſame ſteps. 1430-27 | £ 
-* Andco this union ofheart amongſt your ſelves, ſuffer me to append this word : Ler there 
be a communion ofall good things amongſt you alſo , for ſupplying the wants and neceflities | 
of your ſuffering brethren : Ought you in ſome caſes to lay down your lives for the brethren ; 
then Fpray ſuch , who ſhue rheir eyes that they way nor open their hands ro miniſter ro therr ne- 
eecflities, rothink how they shall anſwer thar g—_ when puttathem (for put to every one, 
and more particularly to all that have a profefiion of love ro Chrift-inthe Nation, itsball be ) | 
T'fob. 3: 17. ir may be ſome of you have much raken from you, and fothink your ſelf exempred, 
bur have you morethen whar is ſimply neceſſare ( and inthis God will be judge ,. who will cur 
. offall your ſuperfluiries out of reckoning ) for the preſent ſupportof your ſelves , while others 
have nothing ? then conſider the place 2 Cor. 8: 1,2, 3. &c. for I cannot enlarge; nay read 

that whole Chapter and the next; and the confideration of what the Holy Ghoft hath there : 
ſaid , if any of his words have weight with you, muſt powerfully perſwade to this dutie: | 
remember what isſaid of the believers Acts 2. from ver. 41. &c. and confider what the paritic 
of the caſe pleads. Bur I may got inſiſt | (yea, and dare Ifay , 1 hopeitis needlefle?) onely let 
me aske you what you would do for Chriſt himſelf, if he were ſo dealt with ? Then conſider | 
the place Math. 25: v. 35. and-ſee how he reckons , and reckon that he will recken with 
you 1n that day, according to that reckoning, and your carriage inthis. I hope, this one 
\ Place for all, if cyeryoulook ro-have a place with him ; and ſuffer me to. leave you with a . 
£ e-to confider-thar place alſo Beb.'13, and if you will .campare what 1s {aid of chart great 
_ ghnie of-fuffering for Chriſt y..13 and of that high dutie of praifing God v. 15. and compare 
 Khbaris ſaid of:both-, with wharis ſaid of the dutie now perſwaded coy. 16. and you will both 
- Know whatisro be done.,. and carry as believing ; he isnot unrighreous to forget the work and 
” Iabour of love of ſuch ,- who miniſter rothe neceflitie ofthoſe , who for his names ſake have. || 
| been ſpoiled of all ; Onely perſwade your ſelves, Godis taking particular notice of the car- 
mage of every maniand woman inScetland , this day ; and accordingly as he obſerves, he will 
_ vepay : be that foweth ſparingly sþall reap ſparingly , and be that ſaweth bounrifully shall reap 
= okeaicinenp all, in anſwering wwo Queſtions briefly : Firft , what noi showld be our carriage 
- Ueraſeroncetoenemicss Secondly , what may be our hope of a delivery from them > rb 
- 2- $6 the-firſt 1 ſay shortly , ler us be moved, out of compatlion ro their precious fouls, 
* Firſt,” ro-pray much for chem : While rhey -ſtretch forthrheir hands againſt you, ſtudie ye 
this bleſſed revenge of good will : Liſt up your hearts with your hands ,-unto. God. in the 
| Deavens ,..on their behalſe;- that the ſpirit of repentance may be given them : Do this, and 
- 4uldl his law ,. I uoRiog itis.,,, pray for them that deſpree fully uſe you , and perſecate! you : 
| Js may. be ,- there- are. fome of the elect. (0. far leftar preſent, 'as to run alongſt with this 
| Saur(e.,! pray 5 that theſe may be reclaimed: and however, it will afford you much ſweer | 
| Peace, 6 have. this Teſtimony , that, whilerhey 1n rage and malitious rancour , were put» 


1} Shag you to heavens gates, vou, in loveand compaſſion rotheir ſouls, endeayouredto cr 
/ tohim ta catchthem », and carry themin with yau,'ro the fruition ofhimſelf, and to ſhare with 
- $922-3nzbe_glorycobe revealed: Andrhough,. asto them., you shou!d not prevail; yer, be- 
| tas: En you prayer hall þe-ſer forth. before him as incenſe , ir shallreturne into yout own 
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him, If we mult deſert; ] ; 
*=the ſatisfa&tion of mengſouls and ſenſes, rhe want of other company ?-Paul's norwiehſt » it 


Jeſus Chriſt nor-ſhall ir be to any , who walk io theſame Spirit, || 
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-- * > MiInUcred to 
I} - - Sreotidly., hencefo | 
F making any ro them: For whatever fredomand clearneſie Godly and wiſe, men might for- 


+ Cleate diſcovery: of their p_ and ftared oppokition to Chriſt as King , and of the puritie of 
_  theirenmitie at, andimpla 


+, Expect his _— and countenance: Frirft, asthe moſt, propter mean, to convince them 


 Vided from their brethren; Bur they knew very well alſo, rhar the more ſeeirg and ſerious | 


' Infteadofbeing incaſe togire wholſome adviſe, as 0” Dy ſands in bis maſters Coun 


a © 


he Saincs and Sufferers for Chriſt in Scotland. 4x} 
d;, aloof, fromallliſteningsro propoſals coming fromithem, or 


rh | 


merly or hitherto have had , without ſeruple in this marrer, before they had' made 'fuch 3 


| 
| 
cabilicie againſt all, who defire to be faithful and loyal to Him ; yer | 
now, I-coticeiveus called of God, to take this courſe ; as that way , wherein alone we cant | 
. of their wickedneſſe: This now, feems to be the moſt proper Teſtimony , againſt their way, | 
tofſtandart ſuch diftance from them. - Secondly , as the alone expedienr, how to preſerve our {| 
ſelves freefrom all compliances with them , and in good termes with: Jeſus Chriſt : tor, ſeing 
itis his preſence we now need, it is ſure beftpolicy , to beware of fining him out of ſoul'or 
fgbt , by rouching with that , which is ſoul hates , and for which his ſoul will be avenged. 
- Thirdly, this is the way, to preſerve unitie amonegft the remnant: do we not know , that their 
dainrics are decei:ful meat > do we not know , that tkeir moſt ſeemingly render mercies are 
really keen crueltie* -do they offer us any thing, that looks like a favour bur upon deſfigne, that 
they may more cerrainly ruine the work of God, 'by our divifons abourit® I sball give bur two 
inſtances, to evidence whar their purpoſes are, in their treatings withus. The firft | had from | 
a great man, now in glory, who had it from the mouth of that Noble Man, who then wasactive Þ 
above all others, in bringing the Indulgence firſt vpon the ſtage (1abſtradt wholly, fromthe { 
thing it ſelf , for that is not my buſinefle now, to lay either _ orill of it; Tonely intend } 
here to diſcover , what they deſigne by rheir farours) when he ſaid ro him', what my Lord ime | 
gendyou by this Indulgence > and , tvhat.do you think to gaine by it ? if, ſaid that Noble Man, we 
g4'ne no more, we shallcertainly gaine this , It shall ſeparate between the made cape , andthe moderat fa- 
naticks ( | give it inthe very words, wherein Ihadir) this was plaindealing indegd, anda pal- 
pable diſcoverie of the deſperatneſſe of the defigne : A ſecond Inftance is this , when that work | 
of darknefle, our Supremacy, was brought rolighr, ro the end, we should nor, according tothe 
merit ofthe cauſe, beallarmed and givethe all 3rme ( which its like from the agg >= ; 
principles , their conſcience indited to be our dutie) ſome were fet on work, ro ifper us 
Into the eare, and mumble usinto a mvtnefſe, that we should not ment, nor whimper , at 
the fight ofthis prodigious monſter; though , for tace and feature , an oppoſition to Chrilths: | 
King beyond what ever had appeared upon the ſtage: But why forſoorh muſt we. be filents. } 
O! becauſe favour ro the fanaticks is bereby intended. for , whar ever appeared at brime,_ 
there was ſome ſpecial advantage to them, at botrome: The leſſening of rhe Epiſcopal powet } 
which did ſo lash the fanaricks, andthe curbing of their crueltie, was intended : . By which -; 
means, they were ſure, tharſo many , as they could fool into this fanfie , or pleaſe with this - 
nothing , orit any thing , the moſt wicked of all :hings, would not onely divide, and be dt- _ 


ſervants of Chriſt, who adhered ro former principles , would count themſelves called of }F 
God. ro look upon ſuch , what ever names they aſfume to themſelves, as manifeſt deferrers + : 
of the cauſe of the Church of Scotland , and betrayersofir. And for my own part , how much -: 
ſo everI am for union; yet, I ſcruple nor to ler the world know, that be who he will; - that bath - 
bearen his brains, rosnape a beautiful maske , for hi- ing the hell blakeneſſe of thi- monſters ; 
face, which should be the abhorrence ot all that love our Lord Jeſus Chrift in finceritie . and 
bath ſtrained hiswit , roput a ſufferabie ſenſe, upona *upremacy , whereby our Lord is par | 
apain to ſuffer: I ſay, I ſcruple nor, rolet the world know, thar this isthe Echo of my ſoul, asto | 
him, orthem; O ler never my ſoul enter rmto the ſecrets of that man! & letthim (who while be thus 
ſeeks to cile the eyes of others bewrayeth rhis ſecrer, he is no Seer: nay that ſome finger 1s 
r into hiseze } I+hall nor ſay - whoſe it is) never be the man'of my councel ray , letallthe . 
ervants, and 81] the people rfGod, ftand alooffrom him , and his whiſperings, becauſe, 
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| he will, by his palliatings and perverſe mutterings, ſeduce, pervert, and enſnate.:' his breath 
' w1l be contagious, fince his ſpeech muſt bewray him/; to haye!the botech of the: Coure - Creed 
* rTyutining uponhim..- Hence Fourthly , I mult- profefie--(.andI defire ro fay irasin tbe preſence 


' whatever prejudice should be taken up, againſt the ſpeaker, orthe thing ſpoken)-thar ir paſſeth 
the ken" of my poorshallow capacitie after all the diſcoveries ,-the enemies have made of the 
deſperatnefle of cheir deſigne, how, by all poſfible means, and malicious methods, to ruine the 
work of God, andatcer the Mediators Crown is ſo formally ſet upon the head of another , 
| and all that is now done. anddriven, in deſtroying the remoanr ,-is in orderts the -eſtablish- 
 mz2nt of char invaſion of his Crown , and Scepter z what addrefle is poſtible to 
" be made to him» «ho is thus fer down , ...in the Mediators Char of State , and weares 
his Crown in our fighr , without fin : except irbe, torell-, we can make none : or to beſeech 
to forbeare to perſ-cute tie Mediators Ambaſſadours, who mult continue to preach the 
Goſpel , by vertue of their Commiſſion: Yea, wao dare not think of appearing before 
Chriſt , wichour having given ſuch a Teſti nony- of their reſentment of the uſtrpation 
of th:ir. Maſters Uhroae , aud Scepter : and who dare. never preſent themſelyes ro God, 
 withour doing the equiyalent of ſpreading that Supremacy before him; and praying , thar 
.he would take unro him his ;zreat power and reigne.,, and poſleſſe. himſelf again of his 
own Throne, and, dJiſpoJeiling theſe who. have uſurped it, shew his zeal for his Prerogative 
Royal: And, how fach adeclaration before men, and ſuch dealing with Gol, can conſiſt 
with addreſſes ro them, in Church matters, who have taken to themſelves his houſe in poſ- 
ſeflion and yet be free from all compliance.with ,. councenancing of, and conniveance a: , 
that great wickednellc, 1 ſee not: AndlI hope never to ſee with liis eyes, who ſaith , he 
ſees-1t. They have now ftated-the quirrel clearly for us: And, as ever. we would have 
- Chritroſtan4be us, and Rand up to plcad fhis own cauſe , when we are not able to withſtand 
.the power of the enemy , let us ftand by him, and ſtand aloof from them. As we have 
- neither hoof nor hair to part with, 1n this matter; ſv we have nothiny to ſeek from any, 
+. that firs in our Maſters Chair of ſtate, God forbid , thatever we should be ſeento bow. or beg 
= before chem ,, while chey fit there! how ever, when weare paflive , we may make ule of 
-whar libercie is given ; yer, it is our ſafetie, it is our, peace, itisthe intereſt: ofthe Goſpel , 
and for the glory of our exalted Prince, to abſltaine from. ſeekings, . and receivings from 
| thoſe; who ſtand infuch termes of oppoſicion to him. _ Asto the ſeconi queſtion : What hopss 
" we may. entertain of a Delivery » from our perſecaters? Firft , I ſay, there 1s nothing in my 
| Judgement, which candcliver me, or any who confiders the nature of our National revolt; 
 1nall-its God - provoking circumſtances, and how. deeply every one1s guiltie, from bin, 
who firterh upon the throne , to him who grindeth behinde the mill : and how this fin-is now 
* became the fin of the Nation; whereby the whole 15 made a curſe, without meditating 
 terrour, at the apprehenſions of the fiyrcenefle of the wrath of God Almightie , againſt 
| Brittan: Lefle than ſuch a fignification of his diſpleaſure, that: we are the people ,, againſt 


the name ofthat Nation , that Generation , and People , from under the heavens of the Lord, 
who have ſo contemned his Covenant, and taken his name in vain, is lefle , ſure , than whar 


rue , nota few ( and blefled be he forthat!) have found mercy, nottogo alongs, with all 
- -theſe courſes ; But yer, ler me ſay even to theſe, it becomes us to be very ſober, in our 

1 Fpe-Taggns), and ſubmitlive; paſſeing the example of Epheſus, &c. ler us perſwade our 

awn ſorfS.4n:o this ſubmiſſion, and ſobrietie, from the example of God's holy procedor 
 . with Mofes D#uz. 3. 23, 24, 25, 26 oh», if bur for an unadvyiſed word! If but for a lite 
* ſmoak abourths are of his holy and fervent zeal for God, he, who next tothe” Mediator , 
 whas reckoned Jalthful , inall che houſe > and matters of Ggd, was keepr qut of Canaan > 
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-of God, and as writing that which I muſt carry-fn, in my hand}, before the Tribunal of Chrift: 


 whomthe Lord will have indignation for ever : lefle than utter ruine and. the periſhing of 


our iniquitie gives ground to feare , is but hovering over us aad ready to tall upon vs; Ir is - 
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F. _ © miniſtred to the Saints and Sufferers for Chriſt in Scotland. '45* 
- May not thac holy peremprorinefſe ,” inthe juſt and jealous God , whereby he refuſed ro be* 
 Importuned by ſuch a ſervant , make us, in remembrance of what we haye RAW Orrong Þ 
done, and left undone, very ſober, in our expeRtarions, and filent, though he ſhould cauſe. 
us fall inthe wildeineſle , and make our death prevent the dawning of that bleſſed ,' and de- 
firable day > O thar we could, inche mean time, learne at that holy man , tobe ſoliciatous, | 
how to tranſmit pure ordinances, .to the poſteritie, as we ſez he was; tharif we muſt go off 
the ſtage, yet we may live anddie , witneiling , how deſirous weare, that God may be great 
amoneft the poſteritie, wh-n weare gone: And, that an example of witneſling tor our wrong- 
ed Lord and Miſt-r , may berranſmited ro thoſe who ſhall ſucceed ; withal warning them”, 
rhat they doe no: follow our example, wherein we have not contended yaliant'y , for Chriſt, 
and rhe intereit of bis Crown. """FY 
Secondly , T cannot forbeare to ſay, that , ifin the ſoyeraignitie of his Grace, he ſhould * 
o out of the common roade of his ordinary providence , and make the delivery come in our 
ayes; Yet, Iamſure, (atlealt I may fayir, as to my ſelf) aſoberreflexion upon wharwe - 
have been and done, may make usfeare » that we ſhall have no other intereftsin it, but to bs 3 
 SpeRators : And rhatifthe make uſe of inſtruments , ir ſball be of ſuch , ( how few ſoever?, 2 
how baſe and fecklefle ſoever , before men , how weake and witlefle ſoever ) as are free of - 
what my ſelf, and many are gutltte of; And with whom there hath been a fire of zeal for © 
God, witneſſed by their faithful forwardnefle , whilz , with my ſelf and others , there was 3 
ſcarce the ſmoaking of aflaxe: Though yer, he may graciouſly condeſcend» even to make our 
hair grow againe, & ſo make uſe of 0:1r hands abour his work, and put us in caſe, to ſhake otr= 
ſelves, as f Servants have done at other times: |. 
Yer Thirdly, to the end» the poor People of the Lord may not be frighted; nor fainted into: © 
a deſpondency3 let me adde this: Lhar deliveranceto the people of God, in his own time; 
way, and manner, (which 1 leave vvholly to Himſelf): and-thar a great and glorious one, ſhall 
come: And ris isnolefſe certain, than that l«bovab cannor fail ro eſtabliſh the Throne of his: 1 
Anointed: Nay, if all the Kings of the Earci ſhould agree amongſt themſelves, to ſet up one; 2 
Monarch,& inveſt him, with rhe-power of our Supremacyzyet all the povver they could make; 
managed vvith all the Policy in hell,or out of ixe1l, ſhould not be able, to ſetle thax Crovvn up- 
onthe Head of that-Moreal 3 But > the Immorigl God:ſhould',, with rhe omuipotent Power of |} 
bisright.arme, ſhake rhar Ufurper ouroFhis ſeat, andſctle the Throne of his Anointed upon © 
the ruine of his Adverfaries. Hath he ſaid it ? hath he ſ(worne it ? and ſhall not the-Zeal of 
Jehovah performe it > Hath Chriſt bought his Crown ard Scepter, with his Blood? and hath 
he ſuchatirtle and rightroit > And hath heall powerin Heaven and in Earth , for ſecuting 
himſelfin the poſſeſſion of his purchate ? And fhall any mortal ofter to mount his Throne > 
Shall any mortal offer to ſtripe him of this Glory , pull the Crown from his Head , and cloth 
himſelf with the ſpoils of the Mediator's honour , and be able to keep himſeif, in poſlefiion 
of what he hath taken trom the Son of God ? O yain attempt > Let them anſwet theſe Queſe 
tions, putunto them Pſal. 2: verſe 1,2. and read their doom, Verj.4,5, O! the Media- 
tor's Tron rod, putin his hand for ſecuring to him his royal Scepter, ſhall make the potsheadds | 
of the Farth , by daſhing them inpieces, know, what tis 'oftrive with him for ſtate? And 4 
here , lermeaddetheſe things ſhortly 3 Firſt, As in the way he ſhall take roaccompliſh our 1 
delivery , his holy and hot Indignation agatnit breach of Covenant with God ſhall be wit= 
nefled to the conviction even of ſuch who decrecd it; (for the breach of Covenant with him» 
ſhalleither breack Brittar*s Heart or Head ( fo, Secondly, Tr ſhallbe ſeen, to have a moſt | 
convincingly cloſs connexton with the vengeance, wherewith our Supremacy ſhall be purſu- 
ed TheMediatorsZeal againſt this idol of indignation ſhall þe written on the revenges,he wilt 
take forit: Andinthe day, when he raiicth up a partie, roſtate the quarrel upon chis Head,, 
how deſpicable, and contemptible ſo ever they may appeare; th2n:t ſhall appeare , he is ab» ,-: 
out reſcinding of our Supremacy (for reſcinded ir Gal be, and if they will not, he will Nay ».. . Þ 
I PD... - —_— : parker | of OW | | ; þ 2 ; : I | 
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